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A Holiday Reunion Story 
by Margret Hancock Pearce 

[A recent article on genealogy began with the 
statement, "Genealogy is the most democratic of pursuits, 
since everyone, without exception, has ancestors." It is 
also true that everyone has relatives and locating a long-
lost living relative can hold more importance in our lives 
and be more important to our family trees than ancestors 
long dead. 

Margret Pearce shared her family reunion story with 
a small group of friends at a holiday gathering in 
December. We were all touched by the story and 
requested that Margret share her story with the DGS 
membership. Here is her story. DGS Editor] 

In June of 1943, in Ranger, Texas, Wesley Carroll 
Hancock ·married Murl Dean Merle. World War II was 
in full swing, and Wesley was serving in the Army Air 
Force. He trained in California and eventually served as 
a P-38 fighter pilot iq Italy. 

The war ended, and Wesley came home. He and 
Murl Dean moved to Oklahoma and, in 1946,a son was 
hom. They named him Douglas, after his grandfather, 
Kenneth Douglas Hancock, and called him Doug. He 
was a charmer, and everyone loved him for his sunny 
disposition and happy smile. 

Sadly, after the war was over and real life'became 
a reality, the marriage broke up. As a result of the 
divorce settlement, Wesley was allowed to have custody 
of Doug during the summer months. In the summer of 
1948 when he was two years old, Doug spent his 
summer at the home of his grandparents, Olga and K. 
D. Hancock, where his dad was living. 

While there, Doug became ill with scarlet fever. 
During those times, scarlet fever was a grave illness and 
considered life threatening. Murl Dean was summoned 
and a vigil was kept for days. The house was 
quarantined and the younger children of Olga and K. D. 
were sent off to stay with K. D.'s sister, Aunt Dot. 

Doug recovered. Murl went home and life resumed 
with the family enjoying the little fellow as he grew and 
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learned to talk. His peddle car was his "burttle burttle," 
(his word for convertible), and even though the color 
was bright red, he insisted on calling it the "geen 'un." 

In January of 1949, Wesley remarried. Doug did 
not come to stay with him that summer. In 19SO,Doug 
came again. This time he stayed with Wesley and his 
new wife, Betty. At the end of that summer, Murl 
gained full custody of Doug. That was the last time 
Doug would visit his father's family. 

Murl Dean and Doug moved to Monahans, Texas. 
They .still resided there in 1954 when Olga and her 
children were on a return trip from California and 
stopped to see how Doug was. That was the last contact 
any of the family had with Doug Hancock. 

Wesley and Betty moved to the Texas valley and 
had three daughters and one so.,_. These children were 
never told of a boy named Doug. 

In the 1970's,Aunt Dot decided to locate Doug, if 
possible. She wrote to the Postmaster General in 
Monahans to see if anyone in that town might know of 
a Doug Hancock. There was no trace of him or Murl. 

In the week of Thanksgiving of 1990, a man named 
Enock Lemon . was traveling through Arizona. He was 
on a search for an old friend named Wesley Hancock. 
For some time, he had made it a practice, whenever 
possible, to search in various telephone books for his old 
pal. They had been best buddies during World War II, 
going through basic training together and later serving 
together in Italy. He wanted to tell his friend that their 
picture had been included in a book called War Paint, 
published by the University of Oklahoma Press. 

On this particular day he happened to be in Tucson, 
Arizona, and phoned a number he found in the local 
directory. "I'm looking for Wesley Hancock," he told 
the man who answered the phone. 

"I'mnot Wesley. I'm his son Doug. If you find my 
father. will you please tell him that I would like to talk 
to him. if it's okay." 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
On Monday, November 19, Mr. Lemon called 

Dallas information, looking for Wesley Hancock. 
Information gave him the number of W. C. Hancock in 
Rowlette, Texas. "I'm not Wesley," the man on the 
phone said. "Wesley is my cousin. The last I knew of 
him he lived in the Texas valley, near McAllen, I think. 
I don't know where he is now, but his sister lives here in 
Dallas. I will call her and give her your message. She 
will know how to find him." 

So it was, that on Monday afternoon before 
Thanksgiving, I received a call from Cousin W. C. "Billy" 
Hancock telling me about the man looking for Wesley 
and that this man had given him Doug's address. By 
Tuesday night, when I called Mr. Lemon, he had already 
contacted Wesley. 

I wrote a letter to Doug. I began, "My name is 
Margret Hancock Pearce. Your father, Wesley Carroll 
Hancock is my half-brother." I sent him a brief family 
outline and wrote all that I could remember about the 
little boy Doug that we loved and lost. I mailed the 
letter wondering if I would ever hear from him. 

Meetings: Founded in 1955, the Dallas On Monday, November 26, while I was attending 
Genealogical Society (DGS) is the oldest the Dallas Genealogical Society meeting, Doug phoned. 
organization of its kind in Texas. It is a He said he would call back the next morning between 
nonprofit, tax -exempt O!JanizatiQ_n. The_ -11---- _ --l:OO-and 8:-C)(l--a . .m I-waited-until-10-:00 a. m.-,-but-When 
Society meets at the Dallas Public Library, no call came, I reluctantly left the house to attend a 
1515 Young Street, Dallas, Texas, on the 4th meeting. Five minutes later, Doug called. He had 
Monday, September through May, except for overslept as a result of some late night work, but said he 
December. Visitors and guests are welcome. would call back that evening. 

Membership: Individuals, libraries, or 
societies may apply for membership. Annual 
dues are $12 for the calendar year if paid by 
January 31; after January 31, they are $14. 
New Member dues and renewals should be 
mailed to the Society at Post Office Box 
25556, Dallas, TX 75225, and marked to the 
attention of the V .P. of Membership. All 
current members receive The Dallas Quarterly 
and the DGS Newsletter. 

Newsletter: The DGS Newsletter is published 
nine times a year in January, February, 
March, April, May-June, July-August, 
September, October, and November-
December. Copy deadline is the 5th day prior 
to month of publication. All correspondence 
for the DGS Newsletter should be mailed to 
the Society at Post Office Box 12648, Dallas, 
Texas 75225 and marked to the attention of: 
Sammie Townsend Lee Newsletter Editor 

Just before !O:OOp.m. the phone rang. Doug was 
on the line. There was terrible static; but as we talked, 
the lines cleared up. 

"What shall I call you?' 
"Call me Margret." 
"You are the only one who has ever been interested 

in me ... The only one who has ever told me anything 
about my father's family ... ! have read your letter over 
and over ... Noone tried to find me." 

"Doug, we tried. Back in the 70's, Aunt Dot tried. 
She died in 1981. .. 1 will send you some family history. 
We have a big house. Come for a visit. 

We'll not lose you again." 

[Editor's Note: When this newsletter went to the 
printer, Doug and his father, Wesley, had not yet 
connected. They have forty years of misunderstanding to 
overcome. Margret,her family, and friends are keeping 
fingers crossed that this story will have a happy ending 
with these two men finding their way back to each other 
after all these years.] 

Margret Hancock Pearce, 11930 Brookmeadow Lane, Dallas, 
Texas 75218,currentlyservesas DGS Co-Chairman for Workshops. She 
served as editor of the DGS Newsletter (1988-90). 
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DGS News and Notes 

DGS 1991 Book A wards Competition 

Again this year the Dallas Genealogical Society will 
sponsor a Book Awards Competition. The intent of the 
book awards is to encourage DGS members to put into 
print source or background material and their own 
research in order to make it available to other 
genealogists. 

All entrants who submit and give their permission 
will be recognized on a special page in the Spring 
Seminar Syllabus. Entries for which the author has 
given permission will be displayed at the seminar, where 
others can get ideas for their own projects. This year, 
for the first time, brief comments from the judges will 
be mailed to the entrants. 

Categories 
All members are invited to submit materials for 

judging in the following categories. 
* A book with a minimum of fifty (50) pages on 

family history or genealogy. 
* A book with a minimum of fifty (50) pages on local 

history or genealogical interest. 
* A manuscript with a minimum of five (5) pages, 

single spaced, on family history or genealogy. 
* A manuscript with a minimum of five (5) pages, 

single spaced, on local history or genealogical 
interest. 

Competition Rules 
* The applicant must be a regular ~mber of the 

Dallas Genealogical Society with 1991 dues paid or 
a lifetime member. 

* Entries must be postmarked no later than 15 March 
1991, and mailed to Bruce Graves, Library Liaison, 
DGS, P. 0 . Box 12648, Dallas, TX 75225 and 
marked Book Awards Competition. Entries may be 
hand delivered to Bruce Graves in the Genealogy 
Section of the Dallas Public Library. 

* Each entry must be accompanied by an entry form. 
Forms are contained in this newsletter and are 
available in the Genealogy Section of the library. 

* A panel of judges, not affiliated with the Dallas 
Genealogical Society, will be appointed by Bruce 
Graves to select the winners. 

* All entries will become the property of the 
Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public Library at 
the completion of the competition. 

* Winners will be announced at the DGS Annual 
Spring Seminar on Saturday, 20 April 1991. 

* Each winner will be awarded a certificate of merit. 

Tips for Genealogical Writing 
by Patricia Law Hatcher* 

1. The purpose of any piece of nonfiction writing is 
to inform the reader. Anything that helps the reader to 
understand, is good. Anything that detracts from 
understanding, is bad. Use this as a rule. of thumb to 
help you make decisions. This includes everything from 
typeface and format to spelling and grammar. 

2. Good writing (and the publishing thereof) should 
be clear, concise, correct, consistent, and 
understandable. To review your work, read a paragraph 
and ask yourself, "Is it clear?" Read it again and ask, 
"Is it concise?", and so on. 

3. It is especially important that genealogical 
writing be consistent. The reader should know where to 
find information. For example, the write-up on each 
family unit should contain exactly the same parts, in 
exactly the same order, although the length may vary 
considerably. 

4. The title should be specific, telling as much 
about who, where, and when as possible and should 
appear on every page (or every pair of pages in a book). 

5. Spelling counts. Our ancestors may not have 
cared, but today our eyes are drawn to a misspelled 
word, which detracts from understanding (see tip 
number 1). 

6. Grammar is not a set of arbitrary rules (well, 
most of it isn't). It is a way of allowing us to tell the 
reader exactly what we mean. Consider these sentences: 
She was born in Waco, probably in 1893. She was born 
in 1893, probably in Waco. She was born probably in 
Waco in 1893. The correct use of grammar tells the 
reader about the accuracy of the information. 

7. If you have trouble proofreading your work, 
begin at the end. Read one sentence at a time from end 
to beginning. 

8. Document your sources. Even if it is only for 
your family, a generation from now, they will thank you. 

9. Document your sources. A good rule of thumb 
is that a source is well-documented when another 
genealogist can go to the information without looking up 
anything (other than the call number within a library). 

10. Document your sources. If you are unsure of 
proper format, look at Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for 
Writers, published by The University of Chicago Press. 
It is a guide to preparing typewritten (as opposed to 
typeset) material. 

•Patricia Law Hatcher, 8040 Claremont, Dallas, Texas 75228, is a 
technical writer by profession. She currently serves as the DGS Vice-
President for Programs and is a frequent speaker at DGS meetings 
and seminars. She has published several genealogy books under her 
own publishing company, Pioneer Heritage Press. 
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Genealogy Course Schedules 

The following genealogy courses will be offered this spring throughout Dallas County by area college Continuing 
Education Departments. A class for beginners is an excellent way to learn the basic research methods needed for 
genealogy. For the intermediate researcher, it is a way to improve skills or brush up when returning to the search for 
your roots. 

The courses usually cover documenting and recording information, using primary and secondary materials, and 
researching in libraries, archives, courthouses, and other record depositories. Most courses also include a hands-on 
introduction to the materials in the Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public Library. Courses will be taught by: 

Lloyd De Witt Bockstruck (2 courses) 
Tuesdays, 5 February - 3 March 1991 
7:00-9:00p.m. 
Research Techniques in Genealogy, Part I ($50) 
(Basic research methods and techniques) 
and 
Tuesdays, 2 April - 7 May 1991 
7 :00-9:00p. m. 
Research Techniques in Genealogy, Part II ($50) 
(Research in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
the Carolinas, and Georgia) 
at Southern Methodist University 
Continuing Education Department, 692-4276 

Dorislee Hoffpauer (2 courses) 
Wednesdays, 27 February - 17 April 1991 
7:00-9:00p.m. 
Beginning Course ($35) 
at Thomas Jefferson High School 
and 
Fridays, 8 March -April 19, 1991 
1:00-3:00p.m. 
Emeritus Class ($1 0) 
(for age 55 or older, sponsored by the 
Greater Dallas Community of Churches) 
at the Farmers Branch Senior Center 
through Brookhaven College 
Continuing Education Division, 620-4715 

DGS Profile 

Meet Buster Fulton of Arlington, Texas. Buster is 
a native of Johnson County, Texas, but has lived in 
Tarrant County all his life. His Texas roots are 
important to him and after reading about the DGS 
Special Project to raise funds to purchase the 1920 U. S. 
Census for the State of Texas, Buster decided to help. 
In early December he called President Kelvin Meyers to 
ask if DGS would like a $1,000 donation. Needless to 
say, Christmas came early to DGS. It was a donation 
that gave the DGS project a much needed boost! 

Taking early retirement in 1989 as a fire captain 
from the Dallas Naval Air Station, Buster worked for 

Lola Lindsey 
Saturday, 2 March - 20 April 1991 
9:30-11:30a.m. 
Beginning Course ($36) 
at the Mesquite Public Library 
through Eastfield College, Mesquite, TX 
Continuing Education Division, 324-7113 

Kelvin Meyers, (2 courses) 
Tuesday, 5 February - 12 March 1991 
7 :00-9:00p. m. 
Beginning Course ($30) 
at MacArthur High School, Irving, TX 
and 
Tuesday, 4 April- 7 May 1991 
7:00-9:00p.m., 
Intermediate Course $30) 
at MacArthur High School, Irving, TX 
through North Lake College, Irving, TX 
Continuing Education Division, 659-:S200 

Renee Jackson Smith 
Beginner/Intermediate Course ($50) 
at Richardson High School, Richardson, TX 
Mondays, 11 February - 1 April 1991 
6:30-8:30p.m. 
through Richland College 
Continuing Education Division, 23 8-6144 

the Federal government for thirty years, and he now 
works as a Deputy Sheriff in Tarrant County. 

Genealogy has been Buster's hobby for sixteen 
years. For the past ten years he has been a member of 
DGS, although he admits to not being active. He has 
researched his Fulton and Sharp lines from Ireland and 
is currently working on the Chandler and Sutton 
families. He hopes to travel to Ireland for more 
research and perhaps publish a book on his family. 

DGS thanks Buster Fulton and all the other 
thoughtful members who have contributed to this 
worthwhile project. Because of their generous 
donations, the DGS Special Project fund now contains 
over $6,000and our goal is becoming a reality. 
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Some Mississippi Libraries and 
Their Collections 
by Sue Banis 

I want to report on a couple of small-town libraries 
I recently visited on a trip to Mississippi. I was 
surprised to · find what good information they contained, 
and the people I met there were very friendly and 
helpful. 

I had previously corresponded with Libby Browning, 
Local History Librarian at the Canton Public Library in 
Madison County, Mississippi. She had sent me an 
obituary and two estate notices published in the Canton 
newspapers of the 1800's. She told me of the library's 
resources, so this was a "must" on my trip. They have 
microfilm of all the county newspapers and have indexed 
them to 1917. In the same card file are indexes to their 
vertical family files. They also have a handwritten index 
to older deed records, along with deed abstracts given to· 
them by a local attorney. The abstracts give only the 
date, grantor, grantee, and land description, but it is 
always possible to walk down the street to the 
courthouse and read the complete deeds if more 
information is desired. Also, they have a card file of 
surnames and researchers. 

We felt a visit to Kemper County, Mississippi, would 
probably be a waste of time, since two courthouse fires 
had destroyed their early records. However, since we 
were in the area, we visited the library in Dekalb, the 
county seat. We were treated most cordially, and found 
they are accumulating records that could be of help to 
researchers of this "burned out" county. They have 
typed lists of tombstones in all the cemeteries that they 
know of in this county, and have indexed them. They 
also have a county map on which is shown the location 
of each cemetery. In addition, they have typed copies of 
the early tax lists and censuses for this county. They are 
beginning a card file of researchers who are interested 

Computer Interest Groups 
by Art Rubeck 

The Genealogy Special Interest Group (Genealogy 
SIG), which meets at 9:00a.m. on each "Super Saturday" 
at the Infomart on Stemmons Freeway, near the Oak 
Lawn exit, is now led by AI Sanford. Former leader 
Minnie Champ is relocating to Hawaii. 

AI is retired and quite willing to help those 
interested in the hobby of computer/genealogy. He has 
set up programs for the next few months and is looking 
for ideas and support for future events. He asked that 
anyone with questions or offers for assistance call him 

in Kemper County, indexed by the ancestral surname. 
They will also attempt to help researchers who write to 
them. 

While trying to find the location of the old records 
in Lauderdale County, Mississippi, we first tried the 
annex across the street from the courthouse. The 
directory said the Lauderdale County Historical Society 
was on the second floor. We decided to go there first, 
before looking for the old records. To my surprise, I 
learned they have custody of all the old record books, 
which are filed in a back room and available to 
r~rchers upon request. This Society has been hard at 
work. They have indexed all the old probate records, 
not only for the deceased person and administrator or 
executor, but for all the names of those buying at the 
sale or owed money by the estate. In addition, the 
Society, which is staffed by volunteers, except for one 
person, is publishing records at a steady pace. Their 
publications were all available for research or sale at 
their library. [The Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public 
Library owns many oftheirpublications.] In addition to 
Lauderdale County records, they have quite a lot on 
neighboring counties, both in Mississippi and Alabama. 

Editor's Note: Sue Harris is a dedicated and 
thorough researcher. When we received her letter on some 
Mississippi libraries and their collections that she had 
recently visited, we felt the infonnation might be of interest 
to our members engaged in Mississippi research and 
should be shared. We thank Sue for taking the time to 
write us. She also had some very nice things to say about 
our newsletter and we appreciated that! 

If other members have similar infonnation about a 
library visited or a collection used, tell us about it and we 
will pass it on. 

Sue Harris,4524Alta VISta Lane, Dallas, Texas 75229,is a DGS 
member and has served as Treasurer for the Society, as weU as serving 
on the Audit Co,.,Uttee. 

at home at 278-7888. 
The schedule of events for the 9:00a.m. Genealogy 

SIG at the Infomart is: 
16 February 1991, Demonstration of Hand Scanners 
16 March 1991,How to Read Colonial Handwriting 
20 April 1991, CD-ROM Data from LDS Libraries 
Dates are tentative (presumed to be on the third 

Saturday) based upon occupancy of the lnfomart. 
All meetings are free and open to the public. For 

more information on the Computer Council of Dallas, 
including meeting dates, call the Voice Information 
System of the Computer Council of Dallas at 234-2667 
(234-COMP). 
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DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

JANUARY REGULAR MEETING 

DATE: Monday, 28 January 1991 

TIME: 7:00p.m. 

LOCATION: Auditorium, J. Erik Jonsson Central Library 
1515 Young Street 

Dallas, Texas 

SPEAKER: Lloyd D. Bocks truck 

DGS Newsletter 

PROGRAM: Planning a Successful Trip to Your Ancestral Homeland 

The ultimate goal of many American genealogists is to trace their ancestry to the immigrant an~tor 
and then across the ocean to "The old country". Lloyd D. Bockstruck, familiar to most DGS members 
as head of the Genealogy Section of the Dallas Public Library, will offer tips on Planning a Successful 
Trip to Your Ancestral Homeland. Last October he visited Germany to research, where he found both 
the expected and the unexpected, and he will share some of the lessons he learned with us. 

The meeting is open to the public and visitors are welcome . 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
COMPUTER INTEREST GROUP 

DATE: Monday, 28 January 1991 

TIME: 6:00p.m. 

LOCATION: East/ West Rooms, J. Erik Jonsson Central Library 
1515 Young Street 

Dallas, Texas 

This program will focus on the upcoming DGS Book Awards Competition, which is a good opportunity 
for genealogists to get their research into print and share it with others. All attendees are urged to 
bring a current "work in progress," even if it is only a few pages. In order to facilitate the exchange of 
information concerning the use of computers to produce the final manuscript, a form will be provided 
to list the following: type of desktop publisher or word processor used, type of family genealogy 
program used (if the output was used to create part of the manuscript), additional programs used (spell-
checker, grammar-checker, graphics program), type of computer, and type of printer. 

The group is open to the public and visitors are welcome. 
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DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

1991 CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise indicated, DGS Regular Meetings are held in the Auditorium of the J. Erik Jonsson 
Central Library, 1515 Young Street, Dallas, Texas. The Computer Interest Group meets one hour prior 
to the Regular Meeting in the East/West Rooms across the hall from the Auditorium. 

28 January Monday 7:00p.m. Planning a'Successful Trip to Your 
Ancestral Homeland 
Speaker: Lloyd D. Bockstruck 

25 February Monday 11:00a.m. Ten Things You May Not Know about the Genealogy 
Collection of the Dallas Public Library 
Speaker: Sammie Townsend Lee 

15 March Deadline for submitting material for the 
1991 DGS Book Awards Competition 

25 March Monday 7:00p.m. 'How to Find Your Mexican War Ancestor 
Speaker: Stephen R. Butler 

20 April Saturday 8:00a.m. Spring Seminar - Richardson Civic Center 
Speaker: Elizabeth Shown Mills 

22 April Monday 11:00a.m. Using Local LDS Libraries 
Speaker: Art Rubeck 

20May Monday 7:00p.m. Annual Business Meeting 
Books for Background Reading 
Speakers: Members of the DGS Board of Directors 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MEETINGS, SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS, CONFERENCES 

16 February 1991 
9:00a.m. 

16 February 1991 

2 March 1991 

6 April 1991 

Dallas, TX 
Infomart 
Harlingen, TX 
502 E. Tyler 

Plano, TX 

Fort Worth, TX 76147 
P. 0. Box 9767 

29 May-1 June 1991 Portland, OR * 

16-21 June 1991 Birmingham, AL * 

15-17 August 1991 Fort Wayne, IN * 

Computer Council 
Topic: Demonstration of Hand Scanners 

Tip-0'-Texas Genealogical Society Workshop 
Topic: Forth from New England 
Speaker: Lloyd D. Bockstruck 

Collin County Genealogical Society Workshop 
Topic: Louisiana Purchase 
Speaker: Lloyd D. Bockstruck 

Fort Worth Genealogical Society Workshop 
Speaker: Arlene Eakle 

1991 National Genealogical Society 
Conference in the States 
Come to the End of the Oregon Trail 

Samford University Institute of Genealogy 
and Historical Research - 27th Annual Session 

1991 Federation of Genealogical Societies 
An All American Conference 

*Information fliers may be obtained in the Genealogy Section, Dallas Public Library. 

7 
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Guide to Resources in the Dallas Public Library Genealogy Collection 
Register of Signatures of Depositions in Branches of the 
Freedman's Savings and Trust Company, 1865-1874 
by Bruce W. Graves + 

Overview: 

Content: 

Location: 

Aids: 

The Freeman's Savings and Trust Company was incorporated by an act of Congress and approved 
3 March 1865, as a banking institution. From 1865 through 1870, a total of 33 branches were 
established. Monies were deposited by the company in separate account numbers to assist blacks 
financially following the Civil War. 

In 1874 the company failed and, by the terms of an act of Congress approved 20 June 1874, the 
trustees were authorized to select three commissioners to take charge of the effects of the company 
and to report on its financial state to the Secretary of the Treasury. The Comptroller was made 
Commissioner ex-officio, and he submitted annual reports to Congress. The final report on the 
trust company was submitted in 1920. 

A register exists of deposits ·made in the company for ex -slaves, children of ex -slaves, and other 
blacks residing in the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Washington D. C., Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia. 

The registers are arranged alphabetically by the name of the city where the bank was located, 
chronologically by date when the account was established, and numerically by account number. 
Many numbers are missing, a few are out of numerical order, and, in some cases, blocks of numbers 
were not used. Many of the registers are missing. 

The information contained in many of the registers is as follows: account number, name of 
depositor, date of entry, place born, place brought up, residence, age, complexion, name of 
employer or occupation, spouse, children, father, mother, brothers and sisters, remarks, and 
signatures. The early books sometimes contain the name of the former master and the name of 
the plantation. In many cases, not all the requested data is given. Copies of death certificates were 
pinned to some entries. In each case, the certificate was filmed after the page that shows the 
registration of the person's signature. 

27 rolls of microfilm, Series M-816, located in the United States Miscellaneous drawer at the end 
of the census. Located with the registers is the index, Indexes to Deposit Ledgers in Branches of the 
Freedman's Savings and Trust Company, Series M-817, 5 rolls of microfilm. 

There are some incomplete indexes on rolls of microfilm, arranged alphabetically by the name of 
the state, then by the name of the city where the branch was located, then by the first letter of the 
last name. In several volumes, parts of the alphabet are missing. In some cases entire volumes of 
the index are missing. The index includes the depositor's name and account number or, in some 
cases, what appears to be the page numbers of the deposit ledgers. In a few volumes the amount 
of the deposit is also given. 

Editor's Note: Additional information on these records is contained in an article by Robert Scott Davis, Jr. entitled, "The 
Records of the Freedman's Savings and Trust Company," in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, Volume 76, 
Number 2, June 1988, pp. 139-146. · 

+ Bruce W. Graves has been a staff member of lhe Genealogy Section of lhe Dallas Public Library for ten years and is lhe periodicals assistant for lhe 
Section. He currentlyserveslhe Dallas Genealogical Society as Library Liaison and has been a lecturerfor lhe DGS Fall Symposium. Bruce is a member 
of the Dallas Afro-American Culture and Heritage Society and has co-ordinated exhibits on black genealogy for several Dallas Harambee Festivals . .A. 
native of Red River County, Texas, Bruce is a past president of lhe Dallas Public Library Staff Association. 
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A Selected Bibliography: African-American Genealogy 

Abajean, James, Blacks and Their Contributions to the American West (Boston, MA: G.K. Hall, 1974) 016.91780696 
A116B (CTX/CHS*). 

Alford, Terry L., "Some Manumissions Recorded in the Adams County Deed Books in the Chancery Clerk's Office, 
Natchez, Mississippi, 1795-1835 "The Journal of Mississippi History (Jackson, MS: Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History, February 1971}, Volume 33, Issue 1, pp 39-50, 976.2005J86. 

Barr, Alwyn, Black Texans: A History of Negroes in Texas, 1528-1971 (Austin, TX: Jenkins Publishing Company, 1973) 
976.400496B268B (CHS/CTX*). 

Blacks in Selected Newspapers, Censuses, and Other Sources: An Index to Names and Subjects, Microfilm 6 rolls, A-Z 
and a First Supplement of 2 rolls, A-Z. . 

Blassingame, John W., Slave Testimony: 1Wo Centuries of Letters, Speeches, Interviews, and Autobiographies (Baton 
Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1977) 301.4493S631. 

Blackson, Charles L.,Black Genealogy (Englewood Cliffs,NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1977) 929.1028B651B. 
Bryant, Lawrence C.,South CarolinaNegroLegislatures: A Glorious Success, 1868-1902(0rangeburg, SC: South Carolina 

State College, 1974) 353.9757B915S. 
Burchard, Peter, One Gallant Rush, Robert Gould Shaw and His Brave Black Regiment (New York: St. Martins Press, 

1965) 973.741B9470. 
Callum, Agnes K.,Flowerofthe Forest Black Genealogical Journal (by the author, 1982-) 929.1F644. 
Cerny, Johni, "Black Ancestral Research," The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy (Salt Lake City, UT: 

Ancestry Publishing Company, 1984) Chapter 19, pp 578-595,929.10973S724. 
Cerny, Johni, "From Maria to Bill Cosby: A Case Study in Tracing Black Slave Ancestry" National Genealogical Society 

Quarterly (Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, March 1987) Volume 75, Number 1, March 1987,pp. 6-14, 
929.10973N277N. 

Chenery, William H., The Fourteenth Regiment Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (Colored), In the War to Preserve the Union, 
1861-1865(Providence, RI: Snow and Farnham, 1898) 973.745C518F. 

Childs, Marleta, Rootsearching, Volume 1 and 2 (n.p., 1980) 929.10899C537R. 
Chuks Orji, Ogonna, Names fron; Africa, Their Origin, Meaning, and Pronunciation (Chicago, IL: Johnson Publishing 

Company, 1972) 929.4C559N. 
Clement, William E. and Stuart Orner Landry, Plantation Life on the Mississippi (New Orleans, LA: Pelican Publishing 

Company, 1961) 976.344C626P. 
Crow, Jeffrey J., The Black Experience in Revolutionary North Carolina (Raleigh, NC: Division of Archives and History, 

Department of Cultural Resources, 1983) 975.6004C953B. 
Eichholz, Alice and James M. Rose, Free Black Heads of Households in the New York Federal Census, 1790-1830 

(Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1981) 929.3747E34F. 
Emilio, Luis F., History of the Fifty-fourth Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 1863-1865:A Brave Black 

Regiment (Amo Press, 1969) 326 E53B (CHS*). 
Ethnic Genealogy, A Research Guide (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1978) 929.1 R796B. 
Franklin, Jimmie Lewis, Blacks in Oklahoma (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980) 976.6004 F832B 

(CHS*). 
Greene, Robert E., Black Defenders of America, 1775-1973(Chicago, IL: Johnson Publishing Company, 1974) 355.1 

G811B (CHS*). 
Greene, Robert E., Black Courage, 1775-1783: Documentation of Black Participation in the American Revolution 

(Washington, DC: National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 1984) 973.346G811B. 
Guild, June Purcell, Black Laws of Virginia: A Summary of the Legislative Acts of Virginia Concerning Negroes from the 

Earliest 1imes to the Present (New York: Negro University Press, 1969) 346.012G954B (CHS*). 
Halliburton, R., Red Over Black: Black Slavery among the Cherokee Indians (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1977) 

301.4493H118R (CHS*). 
Hebert, Donald J., "Slave and Black Records", Southwest Louisiana Records: Church and Civil Records, Volume 33-

Supplement (Baton Rouge, LA: Claitor's Publishing Division, 1984) 929.3763H446S. 
Hiller, Murray and Newbell Niles Puckett, Black Names in America: Origins and Usage(Boston, MA: G. K. Hall and 

Company, 1975) 929.4P977b. 
Index to Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Union Soldiers Who Served with U.S. Colored Troops, (Washington, DC: 

National Archives) Microfilm Series M-589, 98 rolls. 
Journal of the Afro American Historical and Genealogical Society (Pub. by the Society, 1980-) 9 Volumes, 973 A258J. 
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Koger, Larry, Black Slave Owners: Free Black Slave Masters in South Carolina, 1790-1860(Jefferson, NC: McFarland 
and Company, Inc., 1985) 975.7K78B (CHS*). 

Larrie, Reginald, Makin Free: African Americans in the Northwest Territory(Detroit, Ml: Blaine Ethridge Books, 1981) 
977 L334M CHS*. 

Lawson, Sandra M., Generations Past: A Selected List of Sources For Afro American Genealogical Research (Washington, 
DC: Library of Congress, USGPO, 1988) 016.9291IA25G. 

Littlefield, Daniel F.,Africans and Creeks from the Colonial Period to the Civil War (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 
1979) 301.4493L779A (CHS*). 

Littlefield, Damel F.,Africans and Seminoles (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1977) 301.4493L779A (CHS*). 
Madubuike, Ihechukwu, Handbook of African Names (Washington, DC: Three Continents Press, 1976) 929.4096M183H. 
Menn, Joseph Karl, Large Slave Holders of the Deep South, 1860 (U Microfil, 1973) 326.975M547L (CTX*). 
Mills, Gary B. and Elizabeth Shown Mills, "Roots and the New 'Faction": A Legitimate Tool for Clio?" The Virginia 

Magazine of History and Biography (Richmond, VA: Virginia Historical Society, January 1981) Volume 89, Number 
1, pp. 3-26,975.5 V817. 

Newman, Deborah L.,Black History: A Guide to Civilian Records in the National Archives (Washington, DC: National 
Archives, 1984) 016.973N552B. 

Newman, Deborah L.,List of Free Black Heads of Families in the First Census of the United States (Washington, DC: 
National Archives, 1973) 929.3 A1NE. 

Perdue, Charles, Weevils in the Wheat, Interviews with Virginia Ex-slaves (Indiana University Press, 1980) 305.56W399, 
(CHS*). 

Plunkett, Michael, Afro-American Sources in Virginia: A Guide to Manuscripts (Charlottesville, VA: University Press of 
Virginia, 1990) 106.975P737 A. 

Rawick, George P., The American Slave Composite Autobiography (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1977) 12 Volumes, 
301.45196A512 (CHS*). 

Records of the Assistant Commissioner for the State of Texas, Bureau ofRefugees,Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865-
1869, Microfilm Series M-321, 32 rolls (CTX*). 

Records of the Superintendent of Education for the State of Texas, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 
Microfilm Series M-822, 73 rolls (CTX*). 

Rose, James and Alice Eichholz, Black Genesis (Detroit, MI: Gale Research Company, 1978) 929.1R796B. 
Streets, David H., Slave Genealogy: A Research Guide with Case Studies (Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 1986) 929.1 

S915S. 
Thombrougb, Emma Lou, Indiana in the Civil War Era, 1850-1880(Indiana Historical Bureau, 1965) 977.2T49731. 
Tindall, George B., South CarolinaNegroes,1877-1900(Co1umbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1952) 325.26 

T588S. 
Tregillis, Helen Cox, River Roads to Freedom: Fugitive Slave Notices and Sheriff's Notices Found in Illinois Sources 

(Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, Inc., 1988) 929.30899T786R. 
Turpin, Joan, Register of Black, Mulatto, and Poor Persons in Four Ohio Counties, 1791-1861 (Bowie, MD: Heritage 

Books, Inc., 1985) 929.30899T957R. 
Tyler, Ronnie Curtis, The Slave Narratives of Texas (Austin, TX: The Encino Press, 1974) 326.9764T983S (CHS*). 
Walker, James D., Black Genealogy, How to Begin (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Center for Continuing Education, 

· 1977) 929.1 W181B. 
White, David 0., Connecticut's Black Soldiers, 1775-1783(Chester, CT: Pequot Press, 1973) 973.3446W583C. 
Wilson, Joseph Thomas, Black Phalanx: A History of the Negro Soldiers in the United States in the Wars of 1775-1812, 

1861-1865(Amo Press, 1968) 326.973W749B (CHS*). 
Witcher, Curt B., Bibliography of Sources for Black Family History in the Allen County Public Library Genealogy 

Department (Fort Wayne, IN: Allen County, Indiana Public Library, 1986) 016.9293A. 
Wood, Betty, Slavery in Colonial Georgia, 1730-1775(University of Georgia Press, 1984) 975.8W873S (CHS*). 
Woodson, Carter G.,Free Negro Owners of Slaves in the United States in 1830(New York: Negro University Press, 1968) 

301.4522W898F. 

Note: Books listed-are located in the Central Genealogy Collection on the 8th floor of the J. Erik Jonsson Central 
Library (DPL), except those titles indicated: 
CHS* - Central History and Social Sciences Department, 8th floor · 
CTX* - Central Texas/Dallas Collection, 7th floor 
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Queries 

Queries do not require a Texas Connection and are free to members of the Dallas Genealogical Society (DGS). 
Nonmembers should include $3 for each query. DGS reserves the right to abbreviate and condense queries and 
assumes no responsibility for their accuJ'acy. Send as many queries as you wish, and they will be printed as space 
permits. Mail all queries: Editor, DGS Newsletter, P. 0. Box 12648, Dallas, TX 75225. 

SULLIVAN 

DAVIDSON 
FINLEY 

CARPENTER 
LOTHERIDGE 

CROFFORD/ 
CRAWFORD 

RAMSEY 

MYERS 
BUTLER 

RIGS LEY 
TAYLOR 
PEYfON 
HART 
McLELLAND 
GRAVITT 

HARRIS 
HEROD 
RATLIFF 
RICH 

Seeking information on Ann SULLIVAN, aged 20, who appeared on the 1880 Montague 
Co, TX, census with husband, Thomas Jefferson SULLIVAN and son John. What was 
her maiden name? Did she die in Montague Co. and where is she buried? She does 
not appear on the 1900 Oklahoma Territory census with her family. Where was Precinct 
# 3 in Montague Co. in 1880? 
Robert V. Drennan, 9323 San Fernando Way, Dallas, TX 75218 

Seeking information on Osburn Douglas DAVIDSON, born 1860/ 70; married Ellen 
Christine FINLEY in Collin Co, TX. Believe he was named after his father. Have no 
information before date of his marriage. Have extensive information on FINLEY line 
and will gladly exchange information. 
Richard 0. Davidson, 80 Glen Knoll, Wylie, TX 75098 

Seeking information on Richard Clinton CARPENTER, born 1855/ 60; married Eliza 
Ewing LOTHRIDGE, probably in Warren, KY. 
Richard 0. Davidsn, 80 Glen KNOLL, Wylie, TX 75098 

Seeking information prior to 1850 on Andrew CROFFORD/CRAWFORD, born in SC, 
and wife Mary. Living in St. George, SC in 1850 and MS in 1860. 
Hilda Gay Crawford Ramsey, 1131 Kris, Irving, TX 75060 

Seeking information prior to 1850 on John C. RAMSEY, born in NC and his wife 
Arthusa, born in TN. Resided in AR in 1850. 
Hilda Gay Crawford Ramsey, 1131 Kris, Irving, TX 75060 

Seeking information on Isaac MYERS of SC and wife Gracy Leah BUTLER, born in 
NC or SC. They moved from SC to MS in 1818. 
Hilda Gay Crawford Ramsey, 1131 Kris, Irving, TX 75060 

Seeking information on parents and siblings of Emma Annie RIGSLEY, born 27 May 
1859, KY; died 20 Aug 1935, McLennan Co, TX; married 25 Jan 1876, KY, to Romullus 
Marcellus TAYLOR, son of Bartleson TAYLOR and Eliza Jane PEYTON of Fayette 
Co, formerly of Madison Co. Children of Emma and Rommullus: Myrtle R., born 1877 
in KY, died 1956 in TX, married Thomas C. HART; Wallace William, born 1879 in 
Danville, Boyle Co, KY, died 1965 in TX, married Clara Elizabeth McLELLAND; Effie, 
born 1882 inKY, died 1921 in AR, married David H. GRAVITT. TAYLOR family to 
Waco, McLennan Co, TX ca 1905. Emma's father was John RIGSLEY, born in 
Liverpool, England, and her mother born in KY. She had a sister, Kate HART, living 
in Covington, KY, in 1935. 
Mrs. Sue Harris, 4524 Alta Vista Lane, Dallas, TX 75229 

Seeking information on parents of Joseph Adams HARRIS, born 5 Feb 1829, Decatur, 
Dekalb Co, GA; married 26 Dec 1850, Attala Co, MS, to Elizabeth HEROD, daughter 
of James HEROD and Hannah RATLIFF. In 1851 Joseph and Elizabeth HARRIS 
resided in Limestone Co, TX, with the HERODS. Elizabeth died in 1892, and Joseph 
was said to have married twice more. One wife was Maggie RICH . 
Mrs. Sue HARRIS, 4524 Alta Vista Lane, Dallas, TX 75229 



$9,000 

$8,000 

$7,000 

Help Us Raise the Texas Flag! 

The Dallas Genealogical Society (DGS) 1991 Special Project is to raise the funds 
needed to purchase the 1920 United States Census and Soundex for the State of Texas 
when it becomes available in March, 1992, to place in the Genealogy Section of the J. Erik 
Jonsson Central Library (Dallas Public Library). An estimated $9,000is needed, and we 
have less than one year to raise the money. We have enough funds in the special account 
to purchase the 1920 Texas Census; we are climbing toward the Soundex. Please help us 
raise the Texas flag even higher on the flagpole! The current National Archives price per 
roll is $23, but DGS will accept your tax-deductible gift in any amount. 

Gifts can be made to purchase the 1920 Census or Soundex for any state. However, 
----- th~ National Archives will be sending out complete sets for the the entire United States or 

complete sets of a particular state on 2 March 1992, for orders placed by 1 September 
1991. Individual rolls will not be processed by the Archives until a later date. 

The following DGS members have made very generous donations to the project: 
Jemmy Kay Phipps (in memory of Adaline Webb Green); Dorothy L. Tapley for MO (in 
memory of Audrey Nioman); Margaret Ann Thetford (in honor of the 1990-91 DGS 
Board); Judy E. Binder; Helen Anthony; Virginia B. McDonough; Hallie F. Faulhaber; Jo 
Ann and Richard Ashlock; Marcia Henderson; Joan Thompson; Margaret B. Korioth (in 
memory of J. D. and Letrice Baker); Mr. and Mrs. Milton C. Powell (in memory of 
Christian W. Hesse); Helen Mason Lu; Bennie L. Altom; Doris Frey Crance (in memory 
of John Alfred and Hedwig Opprecht Frey); Sue Dexheimer (in memory of Golden Euers); 
Nancy Floyd for Stephens County, TX (in memory of the Harper family); Buster L. Fulton; 
Dennis R. Lee; LaClair P. McDonald; Jeanne J. Tabb for TX Soundex and Allegheny and 
Jefferson Counties, PA. 

If you would like to be a part of this project to "Raise the Texas Flag" to the top of the 
flagpole, send your gift today to: 1920 Census Project Fund, Dallas Genealogical Society, 
P. 0. Box 12648,Dallas, Texas 75225. 

Dallas Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 12648, Dallas, Texas 75225 
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