
 
 

 
Women as Revolutionary Patriots: Elizabeth Harper 

By: Patricia Hasbrouck Martin 
 
 

For those of us who have ever tried to find the necessary “proofs” for 
various lineage societies, we know that finding proof of service for a 
woman during the Revolutionary War is a daunting, if not improbable, task. 
With a handful of clues and a couple of family references, the average 
genealogist just couldn’t resist a good challenge. So it was for me several 
years ago.  
 
Elizabeth Bartholomew was born 13 February 1749, Bethlehem, 
Hunterdon County, New Jersey and was married to Alexander Harper on 
30 July 1771, in Wooster, Tyron (later to become Ostego) County, New 
York. During the Revolutionary War, her husband served as lieutenant in 
1777 and was later promoted to Captain in the Tryon County, New York 
Militia. Alexander was captured by the Tories and Indians under Captain 
Brandt in 1780 and held prisoner for three years, taken first to Fort Niagara 
where he was held briefly as prisoner, then transported to Montreal, then 
Fort Chambley and later possibly place on a prison ship off Quebec City, 
Quebec. The story of his running the gauntlet and escaping capture only to 
end up in an English prison is one that could certainly inspire a novel or 
two.  
 
In fact, much of the Harper family ended up serving during the war in some 
capacity. Alexander’s father, John Harper, Sr. is also known for making a 
valiant and desperate horseback ride out of Fort Schoharie to get 
additional troops to fight against the British and Indian forces who were 
threatening to take the Fort. 
 
It seemed only right that the wife of so valiant a man would be loyal to the 
cause and might have provided some type of verifiable “service” during the 
war. In a variety of family sources, I had seen statements by family authors 
referring to the “patriotic service of Elizabeth Bartholomew and the women 
of Fort Schoharie who made bread and delivered meals to the soldiers 
during the most intense fighting.” 
 
One family source specifically credited Elizabeth for “making bullets for the 
soldiers” and “encouraging the men not to give up” when the British fired  

(continued on page 128) 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 
By the time you read this issue of the Newsletter, 
we will have completed our remaining scheduled 
fund-raising events for the year. The semi-annual 
Lock-in, held each July and January, is always a 
fun event at which, almost without fail, at least one 
researcher has found the answer to a long-sought 
problem. 
 
And of course I consider the annual Institute to be 
“the jewel in the crown” of our DGS events. Three 
and a half days of entertaining and educational 
genealogical presentations is my idea of fun. 
 
However, don’t forget that we still have our 
regularly scheduled monthly meetings, both the 
General Meetings and those of the Computer 
Interest Group and the African-American Interest 
Group. These too can prove to be sources of useful 
tips and techniques as well as a good opportunity 
to meet with other genealogists.  
 
One of the goals of DGS is “to collect, preserve, 
copy, and index information relating to Dallas 
County and its early history.” This can be logically 
extended to a concern for appropriate access to 
public records, whether in Dallas County or outside 
it. We have opportunities as researchers on the 
both the local and national level to encourage 
appropriate record access and sharing.  
 
The US Senate Judicial Committee is currently 
considering some positive improvements to the 
Freedom of Information Act, and we will watch any 
progress with interest. Responsible researching 
and respect for original records and encourage-
ment for their “caretakers” on our part will increase 
the chances for future researchers to utilize 
important data.  
 
Our 100,000 Book Challenge is slowing down – 
we’re almost ! of the way through the year but just 
slightly over half the way toward our goal. The 
count of catalogued books in the Genealogy 
Section as of July 22 was 97,637, leaving 2,363 to 
go. If you haven’t yet responded with either a 
financial donation or a gift of actual books/ 
membership-type directories, please consider doing 

so. This project celebrates the 50th anniversary of 
our Society, and future researchers will thank you. 

Shirley 
 

HAPPENINGS AROUND 
DPL’S 8TH

 FLOOR VOLUNTEER DESK 
 

Volunteer hours for the month of June 2005 were 
279. Volunteer hours for the month of July 2005 
were 416 1/2. Year-to-date volunteer hours are 
2,762 1/4.  Thank you to all of you who volunteer 
your time to both the Society and to the library. 

–Susan Morris 
 

 
Welcome To Our New Members 

! ! ! ! ! 
 

Gregory A. Biggs 
Joan White Crittenden 

Linda Crosson 
J.A. (John) Lanagan 
Anna Houston Price 

Brooks Snyder 
 

 

 
HATS OFF! 

 

DGS has many active and energetic members. It is 
always hard to choose which of them to honor for 
all their gifts of time and energy. This month, 
though, it is time to make long-overdue mention of 
some of the many contributions made by former 
DGS President, Tresa Tatyrek, who was the DGS 
nominee for FGS' 2005 Ruth C. Bishop Family 
History Living Volunteer, Hall of Honor. The list of 
her accomplishments, however, is too long for this 
space so a list of the categories into which they fall 
will have to suffice: Leadership, Technology, 
Communication, Education, Community Outreach, 
Volunteerism, Travel Coordinator, Fundraising, and 
Sales. Through many new projects, Tresa has 
blessed DGS with her personal touch, fostering 
unity and participation in almost every DGS activity 
over the last four plus years. Many thanks, Tresa, 
for helping to make DGS the dynamic organization 
that it is now. 
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LOST, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 
MARJORIE NELL LEWIS YOUNG, age 79, of 
Grand Prairie, died Wednesday August 18, 2004 at 
an Arlington hospital. She was a DGS Life Member. 
Graveside funeral services were held Saturday, 
August 21 at Greenleaf Cemetery in Brownwood, 
Texas. She was born in Hubbard, Texas on 
December 24, 1924 the daughter of the late James 
and Eva Winn Lewis. She married Dale Linly Young 
in Arlington on December 18, 1942. She was a 
member of the Turnpike Church of Christ in Grand 
Prairie. Survivors Include: 2 Daughters: Dawnelle 
and Alan Simpson of Ft. Worth, Dannette and 
Richard Heeth of Grand Prairie, 2 Sisters: Alice 
Sexton; and Jimmie Morris both of Arlington. 4 
Granddaughters. Preceded in death by: Husband: 
Dale Linly Young, parents, 1 Sister: Jo Reynolds. 
Davis Morris Funeral Home Brownwood, TX. 
 

 

2005 

DGS SOCIETY PROGRAMS 
 
 

DGS General and Special Interest Group 
meetings are held at the 

Dallas J. Erik Jonsson Central Library 

1515 Young Street 
in the Plaza level auditorium, 

unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

DGS GENERAL MEETING 
USUALLY MEETS ON THE FOURTH MONDAY 

 

Our monthly meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. with our 
speaker presentation to follow about 7:30 p.m.  
 
You are welcome to attend the brief open question 
and answer session before General DGS meetings. 
At 6:30, Lloyd Bockstruck (or substitute) will host a 
discussion where members and visitors can ask 
any genealogically-related question. We expect 
that, in any group of Dallas genealogists, most 
questions can be answered by someone in that 
group. After stopping off in the East Room for 
refreshments, see what you can learn and share. 
Please, no food or drinks in the auditorium. 
 

% Come early.  We begin at 6:00 p.m. with 

refreshments and fellowship, and at 6:30 p.m. 

everyone is invited to the informal Q & A 

session. 
 
Monday: August 22 

Speaker: Sammie Lee 

Title: Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 
Newspapers: The Great American Source 

 •  Advertisements and notes placed by ancestors 
 •  Announcements of births, marriages, and 

deaths 
 •  Legal notices 
 •  Lists 
 •  News, stories, and gossip 
 •  Obituaries 
 •  Photos 
 
These are just a few of the items that may be in 
early newspapers concerning our ancestors. 
Additionally, newspapers are valuable sources for 
social and historical happenings in the locality 
where the ancestor resided. Sammie’s lecture 
attempts to shed some light on newspapers as a 
genealogical source and how to obtain these 
valuable records for your genealogy files. 
 
Sammie Townsend Lee is a fifteen-year veteran 
staff member of the Genealogy Section of the 
Dallas Public Library. She also teaches genealogy 
at Brookhaven Community College. 
 
Monday: September 26 

Speaker: Jim Nyfeler 

Title: Sources at NEHGS (New England 

Historic Genealogical Society) 

 
Jim Nyfeler originally inherited sketchy records that 
his father had assembled on his Losee family of 
New York. Jim only became interested in the family 
history fifteen years ago when he inherited a box of 
pictures from his grandmother. In the subsequent 
years, Jim has done extensive research in New 
York state and New England on one family. He has 
traveled to Switzerland and, with the aid of family 
members living there, documented the family 
before its immigration to the US. Finally, one 
branch of his family spent many years in Virginia 
and his wife’s family immigrated to Virginia from 
Scotland. His memberships include the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, the New 
York Genealogical and Biographical Society and 
the Friends of the Virginia State Archives, among 
others. 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN  

GENEALOGY INTEREST GROUP 

(AAGIG) 

MEETS ON THE THIRD TUESDAY 
 

The AAGIG promotes the study of 
Black genealogy and provides information through 
educational programs on tracing African-American 
roots. AAGIG is on Summer Break until September 
20.  
 

Tuesday, September 20 

Speaker: TBD 

Topic: TBD 

 
Liaison to DGS: Lois Lilly, AAGIG@dallasgenealogy.org 
 

 

 
COMPUTER INTEREST GROUP (CIG) 

MEETS ON THE FIRST TUESDAY, 6:30 P.M. 
 

OUR PURPOSE: Explore the use and expand our 
knowledge of computer technology as we search, 
collect, manage, and publish information related to 
genealogy. 
 

Tuesday, September 13 (SECOND Tuesday) 

Speaker: Lloyd Bockstruck 

Topic: Two Different Worlds We Live In 

 
Genealogy in the 
Gutenberg galaxy! 
From the 16th 
century to the 21st: 
learn what kinds of 
things are still best 
researched the 
old-fashioned way 
and what is working well with the new technology 
and the Internet. 
 
Tuesday, October 4 

Speaker: Tresa Tatyrek 

Topic: Managing Email 
Tresa will discuss a variety of e-mail programs, 
both web and computer based; management of 
incoming and outgoing e-mail; and setting up or 
creating e-mail aliases that will include how to buy 
your own domain name. 
 

 

Save this date! 
 

The next DGS Research Trip to Salt Lake City will 
happen 30 April to 6 May 2006. Watch this 
Newsletter for details. 
 

 
Brookhaven College  

for Fall, 2005 
 

American Genealogy, Part I: October 5 – 
November 30, Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
Noon.  

This course will introduce you to American 
records and sources for the beginning 
genealogist.   

The instructor is Sammie Townsend Lee of the 
Dallas Public Library (214) 670-1433. 

 
Brookhaven Contact Information: DeBorah 972-
860-4807 or Janice 972-860-4698. 
 
Note: If you are 65 years of age or older and reside 
in Dallas County, or own property in Dallas County, 
tuition is waived for up to six credit hours per 
semester. You pay only for textbooks. 

 
Mountain View Community College  

for Fall, 2005 
 

Genealogy Using Computers: September 21 to 
October 26, Wednesdays 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. or 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  

Learn family history basics in a hands-on computer 
setting. Develop fundamental research tech-
niques, explore online resources for genea-
logical research and learn how to separate the 
good stuff from the garbage.  

Instructors are: John and Barb Wylie. Cost $30.  
 
Visit www.mountainviewcollege.edu or call 214-
860-8614 for information. You can also call John or 
Barb Wylie at 972-206-2723 or email wylie@ 
johnwylie.com for particulars. 
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Tarrant County College, Northeast 
Campus for Fall, 2005 

 
Tarrant County College has a Senior Education 
Program for seniors 55 and over. Seniors may take 
as many classes as they want for a $20 registration 
fee. Computer classes are an additional $10 per 
class. Genealogists will be interested to know that 
Northeast Campus will offer Beginning Genealogy, 
Online Genealogy and Genealogy on the PC 
(Family Tree Maker 2005) beginning in September. 
Many other computer and special interest classes 
are offered. The Catalogs will be available the week 
of July 18th. Registration begins August 3rd. For 
more information or to request a catalog, call the 
Continuing Education Office 817-515-6657 or 
contact Valerie Philips vjphilips@comcast.net. 
 

 
$1,000 Donated to Library through DGS 

 
At the General Meeting of the Dallas Genealogical 
Society on 27 June 2005, Lois Lilly, AAGIG Liaison 
to DGS, and Donald Payton, also of AAGIG, 
presented a check for $1,000 to Lloyd deWitt 
Bockstruck to benefit the Dallas Public Library 
Genealogy Section. This donation will be applied to 
book purchases for our 50th Anniversary 100,000 
Book Challenge. 
 
The check was originally paid directly to DGS by 
the Blue Skies Environmental Education Fund 
Grant Program, connected with Green Mountain 
Energy who made an alternative energy 
presentation to the AAGIG fundraiser meeting held 
May 17 at the Southside Grill.  
 

 
Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck (right) receiving $1,000 from 
Donald Payton (left) and Lois Lilly. 

 

Going to FGS in Salt Lake City? 
 

 
The DGS dinner was so much fun at the 2004 
Austin FGS. Let's plan to get the North Texas 
attendees together sometime during the SLC 
conference (September 7–10, 2005). Contact Gene 
Burris, DGS' FGS delegate, gaburris@ swbell.net, 
or 972-270-1802, and we will keep you in the loop. 
 

 
AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE 

 

 
AAGIG Web Resources 

 

Black Loyalists : Our History, Our People - This 
site explores an untold story of Canada's history: 
how Canada became the home of the first 
settlements of free blacks outside Africa, the Black 
Loyalist in America…This site is broken down into 
easy-to-follow or direct underlined links for ease in 
finding something about a certain related topic.  
This is not a name research site, rather a 
documentary of the period 1775-1794.   This Digital 

Collection was produced under contract to 
Canada's Digital Collections Program, Industry  

Canada. http://collections.ic.gc.ca/blackloyalists/ 

 
In Motion: The African-American Migration 

Experience - In Motion: The African-American 

Migration Experience underscores and explains the 
extraordinary diversity of African Americans living in 

the  United States today. Many origins taken as 

separate links for ease in research and a timeline 

http://www.inmotionaame.org/home.cfm 
 

 
SPANISH HERITAGE 

 

 
Greetings to all HOGAR members, "primas," 
"primos" and friends: 
 
We are proud to announce the completion of our 
300-page HOGAR 2005 Journal and it looks great. 
Again, our special thanks go to the many “primos” 
and friends, who graciously submitted and 
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unselfishly shared their family histories, stories, 
trees, photos and their research and extraction 
work with HOGAR members and friends.  
 
The HOGAR 2005 Journal includes works 
contributed by: John D. Inclán, Dahlia Guajardo 
Palacios, Anita Rivas Medellin, Leonor Silva 
Urrutia, Dorina Alaniz Thomas, Gloria H. 
Benavides, Bernadette Inclán, Janet Paulos 
Khashab, Araceli Guadalupe Cerda Chavana, 
Sulema Riojas Ramos, Raúl Mitre Valle, Irma 
Longoria Cavazos, Teresa Longoria, Fred Alaniz, 
Érika Zamora, Uvaldo García, Rosemary Galván 
Walsh and Jerry Benavides. You will find these 
individuals in Santa Catarina and Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon, Mexico, California, Colorado, and in 
Edinburg, Galveston, McAllen, Laredo, Allen, 
Mesquite and Dallas, Texas. 
 
We are aware of the many hours they have spent in 
their research efforts, and we greatly appreciate the 
information contributed for publication. The data 
contributed will help our many “primos” and friends 
in their genealogy research.    
 
HOGAR members who pay their dues will receive 
their journals next month or at the September 
Laredo conference. Nonmembers will be able to 
obtain their copy for a $30.00 donation. 
 
Cariñosamente, 
 
Gloria and Jerry Benavides,  
HOGAR Publicity, Chairs 
 
(If you haven't, please visit our web site: 
home.earthlink.net/~hogardedallas/id1.html) 
 

 

&'&'&'&'&' 
 

Dear Friends of the Archives of the Texas General 
Land Office:  
 
This quarter we have a very exciting newsletter to 
present to you! In this very informative edition we 
are focusing our attention on the jewel of our 
archival holdings: the GLO's "Spanish Collection." 
Featuring some of the oldest and most fascinating 
documents on file anywhere in the state, this 
edition of our "Saving Texas History" newsletter 
spotlights the importance of this collection and its 
impact of the history of Texas.  

www.glo.state.tx.us/archives/pdfs/newsletters/volu
me2/Newsletter-num2vol2.pdf 
 
Secondly, we want to share with you the latest 
exhibit in our online virtual museum. This time 
around we focus on the history of the various 
buildings our agency has occupied. Few people 
realize it, but in the 1840's, the potential location of 
the GLO actually caused the citizens of Austin to 
rise up in armed rebellion in order to keep the 
agency and its papers headquartered in the newly 
minted capital. The story of the GLO's many homes 
is as fascinating as the documents contained within 
our collection.  
www.glo.state.tx.us/archives/virtmuseum/museum1
.html 
 
Please enjoy our latest newsletter and the Virtual 
Museum exhibit. As always, I thank you for your 
continued support and patronage. 
 
Jerry C. Drake, M.A. 
Director, Archives & Records, 
Texas General Land Office 
(512) 463-5260 
1-800-998-4GLO 
Visit our website at: www.glo.state.tx.us 

 

&'&'&'&'&' 
FROM OUR READERS 
 

From Betty Jean Steinke:  
 
The web site for Castle Gardens should be a good 
one for our members. www.castlegarden.org/ 
 
CastleGarden.org offers free access to an 
extraordinary database of information on 10 million 
immigrants from 1830 through 1892, the year Ellis 
Island opened. Over 73 million Americans can trace 
their ancestors to this early immigration period. 
 
Castle Garden, today known as Castle Clinton 
National Monument, is the major landmark within 
The Battery, the 23-acre waterfront park at the tip 
of Manhattan. From 1855 to 1890, the Castle was 
America's first official immigration center, a 
pioneering collaboration of New York State and 
New York City. 
 
CastleGarden.org is an invaluable resource for 
educators, scholars, students, family historians, 
and the interested public. Currently, the site hosts 
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10 million records, and support is needed to 
complete the digitization of the remaining 2 million 
records, beginning in 1820, from the original ship 
manifests. 
 
The Battery remains one of the oldest public open 
spaces in continuous use in New York City. 
American Indians fished from its banks, and the 
first Dutch settlers built a low, stonewall with 
cannons, a battery to protect the harbor and New 
Amsterdam. The transformations of The Battery 
and that of the Castle tell the history of New York 
and, by association, the growth and development of 
our nation. 
 

&'&'&'&'&' 
 

From D. A. Sharpe: 
 
Thought you might be interested in this free 
genealogical newsletter: MyTrees.com Newsletter. 
 

This newsletter may assist you in discovering new 

tools and techniques for doing genealogy research. 

We have invited noted genealogists from the 
research community to write articles and share 

ideas that can help you in finding your family 

history. We hope you find this newsletter a valuable 
resource. 

 
To subscribe, go to MyTrees.com 
 

Next DGS Newsletter 

is September, 2005! 
 

Submissions must be made by August 15, 2005 

to advertise September – November events! 
Email Happi at: newsletter@dallasgenealogy. 

org 

 
Visit with the Franklin County, Texas 
Genealogical Society in Mt. Vernon 
 
In May of 2004, while traveling to Memphis, Ed 
Millis and I stopped briefly in the small East Texas 
town of Mt. Vernon, the seat of Franklin County. As 
we toured the town square, we “happened upon” a 
wonderful group of genealogists manning their very 
active storefront headquarters. We were impressed 
that their organization, the Fannin County 
Genealogical Society, founded only seven years 

ago, had already produced many publications and 
were actively setting up facilities to store historical 
documents from Franklin County and its 
predecessor, Titus County. 
 
Their library was small but growing and, when we 
asked what DGS publications they had, we were 
told that they had a broken set of our Newsletters, 
but that their librarian, while cataloging them, had 
read them and liked them so much that she had 
joined our Society! 
 
Upon returning to Dallas, we put out a call through 
our DGS Newsletter for items that could be sent to 
the Franklin County Society as a “care package.” 
Several current and ex-Society members 
responded with boxes and bags of publications, 
both from DGS and other societies. I sorted through 
all of the items and distributed some items to our 
DPL library, and some to the Lancaster library, 
ending up with four-plus large boxes of items for 
the Franklin County group, which we delivered to 
them in June. 
 
The President, Chris Skelly, and Librarian, Kirleen 
Hiett, were waiting eagerly for our arrival and were 
very, very pleased with all the “goodies.” In a thank-
you note, they said it was like Christmas as they 
were opening and going through all the books and 
periodicals.   
 
Many, many thanks to Henrietta Cragon, Ineta 
Branham, and Mrs. Elaine Nichols Ragan (whose 
late husband was born near Mt. Vernon), all of 
whom contributed so generously to this cause.  

– Shirley Sloat 

 
Kirleen Hiett (left), librarian, Shirley Sloat (center), Chris Skelly 
(right), President of the Franklin County Genealogical Society. 
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS! 

 

NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 IN THE WORKS. 

 
The Society is planning on publishing its 
membership directory soon. This will be a members 
only directory and sold to only our current 
members. 
 
We need your updated contact information! If you 
have changed your e-mail or phone number 
recently or wish any of your information to NOT be 
published in this directory please drop us a note at 
the PO Box or e-mail us the information at: 
directory@dallasgenealogy.org. 
 
We’d also like to know if you would be interested in 
purchasing one of these directories. If you think you 
would, let us know at the above e-mail address or 
at P.O. Box 12446, Dallas, TX 75225-0446. 
 
The deadline for the receipt of this information is 1 
October 2005. 
 

 

 

Women as Revolutionary Patriots:  
Elizabeth Harper 

By: Patricia Hasbrouck Martin 
(continued from Front Cover) 

 

 

upon the Fort’s flag. Although these family papers 
were interesting clues, they were not considered to 
be “primary sources.” No matter how much I 
wanted to insist, the stories were, at best, folklore 
until some true primary source might be found to 
prove that Elizabeth was actually at the Fort during 
the Revolution or that she assisted in some way. 
There was the challenge.  
 
The History of Delaware County by W.W. Munsell, 
1797-1880, states that “Colonel (John, Sr.) Harper 

with his family and many of his neighbors went to 

(Fort) Schoharie.” This reference helped my 
hypothesis that most of the family, possibly 
including his daughter-in-law, must have fled to the 
Fort for protection from the Indians. Additional 

resources from Delaware County, the State of New 
York, History of the Western Reserve and Women 
of the Western Reserve, echoed the same story 
with some even mentioning Elizabeth, although 
never outright making the connection either to the 
Fort or to her service.  
 
In addition, an extract from The Pioneer Women of 

the West by Elizabeth Fries Ellet, 1852, p. 254-266 
had this reference: 
 
 “The exposed situation of that portion of country, 
and the frequent visits of Indians and Tories, made 

it necessary for the Whig families to seek the 

protection of Fort Schoharie. Mrs. Harper repaired 

thither with her family, including the aged parents of 
her husband. In times of comparative security, she 

lived at the distance of about a mile from the fort. 

Here, when there was a sudden alarm, she would 
herself harness her horses to the wagon, and 

placing in it her children and the old people, would 

drive with all speed to the fort, remaining within its 
walls until the danger was over, and then returning 

to her occupations on the farm. As peril became 

more frequent or imminent, the old people were 

removed to a place of greater security, while Mrs. 
Harper, with her four children and a lad they had 

taken to bring up, remained at home. One night 

they were startled by the sound of the alarm-gun. 
The mother took the youngest child in her arms, 

another on her back, and bidding the two elder hold 

fast to her clothes, set off to escape to the fort; the 

lad running closely behind her, and calling to her in 
great terror not to leave him. The fugitives reached 

the fort in safety, and for the present Mrs. Harper 

concluded to take up her abode there. She would 
not, however, consent to live in idleness, supported 

by the labor of others, but undertook, as her special 

charge, the bread-baking for the whole garrison, 
which she did for six months. During her stay the 

fort sustained a siege from a party of Tories and 

Indians, commanded by British officers. 

Messengers were dispatched to the nearest posts 
for relief; but while this was slow in arriving, the 

commanding officer, in opposition to the wishes of 

all his men, determined on a capitulation, and 
ordered a flag of truce to be hoisted for that 

purpose. The announcement of his intention 

created a disaffection which soon amounted almost 
to rebellion. The women, among whom Mrs. Harper 

was a leading spirit, had on that day been busily 

occupied from early dawn in making cartridges, 

preparing ammunition, and serving rations to the 
wearied soldiers. They heartily sympathized in the 
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determination expressed not to surrender without 

another effort to repel the besiegers.” 
 

”One of the men declared his willingness to fire 

upon the flag which had been ordered to be 

hoisted, provided the women would conceal him. 
This they readily agreed to do, and as often as the 

flag was run up it was fired at, while the 

commander was unable to discover the author of 
this expression of contempt for his authority. The 

delay consequent on this act of insubordination and 

the displeasure of the soldiers, prevented the 
capitulation being carried into effect, till the arrival 

of reinforcements caused the enemy to retreat.” 

 

 
Postcard of Old Fort Schoharie, New York 

 
Most of us are quite familiar with the available 
“sources” for the Revolutionary War records: 
pension records, newspapers, personal journals, 
and various county and other historical accounts. 
But, how often do we remember to check the more 
formal papers that are collected and compiled after 
a war is finished?  
 
Imagine my surprise when, after years of research 
(with the help of another Harper cousin, Julie 
Noble), it was the Daughters of the American 
Revolution who suggested checking a unique 
source. There, in the massive collection of the 
papers of Governor George Clinton, who served as 
Governor of New York for two decades and as the 
Fourth Vice-President of the United States, 1805–
1812, the second to serve under Thomas Jefferson, 
a tiny love letter was found.  

[Public Papers (ed. by H. Hastings and J. A. 
Holden, 10 vol., 1899–1914); E. W. Spaulding, His 

Excellency George Clinton (1938, reproduced 
1964) and New York in the Critical Period, 1783–
1789 (1932, reproduced 1960).] 

Perhaps the letter had made it into that massive 
tomb of papers because Captain Alexander Harper 
had sent the letter through “official channels” in 
order make sure of its delivery to his beloved wife 
at Fort Schoharie. In any case, there was the proof 
– from the British prison in Niagara where he had 
been taken after being captured by Captain Brandt 
on April 2, 1780, Captain Harper remarked how 
proud he was of her for assisting the soldiers by 
making bullets and providing meals, and he asked 
that she pass along his regards to “Father and 
Mother.” Captain Harper remained in that 
deplorable prison for three years, but wrote several 
times to his wife who was still living with his family 
at Fort Schoharie.  
Imagine, that one love letter, that might otherwise 
be easily overlooked in a 10-volume set of 
correspondence and public documents, became 
the single source that finally proved the “patriotic 
service” of Elizabeth Bartholomew Harper. I 
contend that it indirectly also shows the service of 
his or her “Mother” who was then obviously living at 
the same Fort. The Harper family documents I had 
reviewed also claimed that “all the women of the 
fort” were participating in these patriotic activities. 
Now, all I have to do is prove which woman he was 
referring to as “Mother.” Then, another woman 
would receive recognition for their contributions to 
the Revolutionary War.  
 
Elizabeth and Alexander later moved to 
Harpersfield, Ohio, where he died in 1798 and she 
followed at the age of 84 in 1833. Certainly, she 
made a contribution to the Revolutionary War and 
also to the settlement of the Western Reserve of 
Ohio by her fortitude, her tenacity, and her vigilance 
to duty.  
 
Donna Cuillard, Harper Family Genealogist, after 
much research, found the obituary for Elizabeth 
Harper which was printed in the August 24, 1833 
Ashtabula Sentinel and reprinted it in the 
November, 2001 Harper Family Newsletter.  
 
“Meanwhile his wife and children fled with their 

friends and neighbors to Middle Fort at Schoharie 
for safety. Soon after their retreat into this fortress it 

was besieged, stormed and well nigh taken. Having 

no prospect but that of an immediate and 
indiscriminate massacre, the garrison fought, 

although under a timid commander, with great 

bravery. While the truly Spartan band of women, 

among whom were Mrs. Harper and a younger 
sister, encouraged and inspired them to hold onto 
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the last extremity, being themselves actively 

employed in furnishing them with such 
refreshments as could be hastily taken, preparing 

their cartridges, and rendering every assistance in 

their power.” 

 
“The battle having proceeded for a long time, the 

disheartened commander ordered the garrison to 

cease firing. This being understood by the enemy 
as a prelude to the surrender of the fort, they 

ceased their fire also, and raised their triumphal 

flag. This being done, a soldier in the quarter where 
the women were, was instigated to fire upon the 

flag." 

 

“The commander hastily approached and charged 
them with having broken his orders, and sharply 

reprimanding them retired. Immediately, however, 

the fire of the flag was repeated a second and a 
third time, upon which it was hauled down and the 

siege raised, when the garrison, unknown to any 

but the females, were reduced to one round of 
ammunition.” 

 

“Thus by means of these females, the garrison, and 

themselves and little ones were preserved by 
Providence from savage massacre or cruel 

captivity, fates which had befallen many of their 

friends.” 
 

“From this fortress Mrs. Harper with her children 

and friends, removed to New Lebanon on the 

eastern border of New York, as a temporary place 
of safety. Hither the husband, released from 

captivity, returned to his family and was joyfully 

received by them and their friends.” 
 

The located obituary stands as yet another source 
by which this service was substantiated since it was 
written most closely to the incidents surrounding 
the war. Once again showing the importance and 
significance of collateral sources.  
 
Every effort should be made by our genealogical 
community to document the service of Women of 
the Revolutionary War and other wars so that the 
complete story can be told to future generations. 
But remember, sometimes the biggest source – the 
one you might even think would be so obvious you 
don’t check it – may have the proof you’ve waited 
years to discover! 
 
Patricia Martin is a genealogist and member of 
several lineage societies which include: National 

Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 

National Society Daughters of Founders & Patriots 
of America, National Society Daughters of 

American Colonists, National Society Colonial 

Dames XVII Century, National Society Sons & 

Daughters of the Pilgrims. (Note: Assistance for 
this article was also provided by Donna Cuillard, 

California, and Rick Harper, Colorado, of the 

Harper Family Association.) 
 

One website that takes you through all the Harper 
Descendants is maintained by Rick Harper: 
www.newmediamarkets.com/jamesharper/ 
 
 

 
Miracle Tuesdays in Salt Lake City 

By Tresa Tatyrek 

 

 

Tuesdays are, for me, special days in Salt Lake 
City. As you know, I go to the genealogists’ Mecca 
prepared. 
 
My first trip was no exception. I had my lists to work 
through. That first trip I decided to try one more 
time to locate my Cornelius Massey’s parents. I had 
made a trip to the county in Kansas that he married 
in and was frustrated because each set of records 
were in a different place.  
 
The DGS group had all arrived in Salt Lake City by 
Sunday evening and those newbies (me included) 
were given a tour of the library and some handouts 
for utilizing the resources there on Monday 
morning. I diligently worked my lists throughout that 
first day and was almost finished with everything by 
Tuesday morning (I take much longer lists now). 
Then, I found it. I found a probate record in that 
Kansas County that had my Cornelius’s name on it! 
It was a record giving him the guardianship of his 
brother Henry.1  
 
I continued to look through all the film that had 
probate records on them for the county. I looked at 
everything that was for a Massey and found a 
probate record that had my Massey ancestor 
(Cornelius Marion) included in it and WOW, I had 
his parents, plus siblings that I thought I knew 
(Henry and Minerva). Cornelius had always been 
an elusive hunt, now I had the family pretty much 
locked down. The day was a Tuesday.  
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The next time I went to Salt Lake City I decided to 
try and find my husband’s Hendrix line. There was 
a story that the family had left Weakly County, 
Tennessee for Arkansas where the parents died 
within a few years of each other shortly after they 
arrived. No one knew where in Arkansas. Some of 
the children were found back in Tennessee with 
one of their uncles in the 1870 and 1880 census. 
They were all in White County, Arkansas in the 
1900 census so that is where I decided to look for 
the Hendrix family from 1858 up to 1870.2 I started 
looking in deeds, no luck. Then I started on all the 
various probate documents, and I located a 
Thomas Hendrix in them.  
 
The documents never named his children or wife, 
but they did give his death date. I combed the tax 
records next and found him on the 1859 (no land) 
and 1860 (with land) lists and his estate on the 
1861-1863, Priscilla (his widow) on 1864 and then 
records got obscure (the war). There was a record 
of land being sold in the probate records, but that 
record was never in the deed books, nor how he 
came into possession of the land.  
 
I found all this on a Tuesday and felt I had ‘found’ 
the family. The 1860 census for White County had 
been extracted, but the family was not listed, so I 
couldn’t really be sure. I have since done a page-
by-page reading of that census and located the 
family. Thomas Hendrix died in the December of 
1860 after the census and taxes were done. 
 
As you do research and share information, you will 
be told of wonderful documents that will prove your 
lines but no one can tell you how to get a copy. 
That was the case on the Massey family (yes, 
another generation back). There was/is supposed 
to be a will that Mathew Massey left in Randolph 
County, Indiana. I’d found references to it in 
probate records, but couldn’t locate an actual copy 
on microfilm. On this trip, I decided to work into it – 
what I would call sideways – to prove the parents of 
William.  
 
It wasn’t under the Massey name in the index, that I 
knew. His widow remarried to a Thompson, so I 
looked under Thompson and found her in the index. 
I didn’t find the will but I found a guardianship 
record where Mary Thompson formerly Mary 
Massey and widow of Mathew Massey was getting 
her dower real estate by right and named the 
children Sylvester C, William M., Betsey, and Jane 

as Mathew Massey’s heirs at law. This was found 
on a Tuesday. 
 
South Carolina research is a little different (all 
states are different) but I had never seen a record 
book called a Real Estate Book. I had been told 
there were records for one of my husband’s Rollins 
ancestors that named all the children. I had looked 
without success on several trips but had decided to 
give it one more try on this trip.  
 
And, guess what day it was when I found the record 
in the Real Estate Record Book? Tuesday! This is 
four years in a row that Tuesday has brought me 
the information I sought. (The Real Estate Record 
Book is a probate record of the real estate 
distribution of a deceased person). I dubbed 
Tuesday as the Miracle Day at the Salt Lake City 
Library for me. 
 
The last miracle Tuesday (actually there were two 
in the last trip). The second one made an easy 
hand search for a family in Ireland in the 1901 
census now that could have taken me a long time 
to search that film for the family in question. I found 
them on the 1901 and the 1911 census in less than 
two hours. That was a miracle. Hand looking a 
census record roll usually takes hours and hours.  
 
The first Tuesday of the trip brought me my Smith 
gggg grandparents. I’d been looking for the proof 
for several trips, and this time, on Tuesday, I found 
it. I’m sure much of the library heard my squeal of 
delight at what the record held. I mean with names 
like Smith and Brown, there are some really tough 
times to work through. Yup, my Brown ancestor 
married a Smith and both are not easy to work. 
Following up on the Smith document has brought 
me closer to finding my gggg grandparents Brown. 
You see, I had “lost” the father Brown in the 1860 
census. The family without him was intact in Illinois. 
They were back all together in 1870. I found my 
Brown living next door to his sister-in-law, with 
another Brown family, so now I have some siblings 
to look for parents. Guess what I’m going to be 
doing the next Tuesday I’m in Salt Lake City? 
 

1 There were 3 Massey children on the 1870 
census, two in Kansas and one in Arkansas. C. 
Massey was in Arkansas, Henry and Minerva 
Massey were in Kansas. 
2 There was a deed for Hendrix selling land to his 
brother-in-law in 1858.  
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NEW ACQUISITIONS IN GENEALOGY 
compiled by: Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, FNGS 

 

 
 
The following contributions have been made to the 
Genealogy Section. 
*indicates a major acquisition. 
 

DONATIONS 
The following donations have been made to the 
Genealogy Section: 
 
- $50 from Carole Ruska 
- $15 from the Texas Society Dames of the Court of 

Honor in honor of Karen McClendon 
- $60 from Bob and Barbara Baylis in honor of 

Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck 
- $25 from Miss Jeanne Branom 
- $50 from Dorothy Bruce in honor of Shirley Sloat 
- $100 from Janet Branstetter in memory of Simon 

Marion and Lucinda Sox Branstetter 
- $50 from Rockwall Chapter Daughters of the 

American Revolution in honor of Deborah Stewart 
- $50 from Mrs. Herbert Albaum in honor of Mr. and 

Mrs. O. T. Forman 
- $100 from the Descendants of Washington's 

Army at Valley Forge in honor of Lloyd deWitt 
Bockstruck 

 
UNITED STATES 

- Historical Gazetteer of the United States. 
- Founders and Patriots of America Index. 
- Sketchbook of...the Border Wars of the Upper 

Ohio Valley, 1769-1794. 
- Family History Annual. 
- United States Catholic Chaplains in the World 

War. 
- Catholic Military and Naval Chaplains, 1776-1917. 
- Divorce: an American Tradition. 
- Makers of Coaches, Carriages and Wagons in 

North America, 1865-1866. 
- Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. 
- Reading Old Handwriting. 

 
ARKANSAS 

- Arkansas Swamp Land Sales. 2 Volumes. 
- Northwest Arkansas Connections: Selected 

Obituaries. Books 3 & 4. 
- Arkansas Township Digest: Minor Civil Divisions, 

1820-1990. 
- Atlas and Plat Book of Jackson County, Arkansas, 

1917. 
- Index to the Arkansas Gazette. January-June 

1899. 
- Index to St. Francis County, Arkansas, Marriage 

Books D, E, and F, 1875-1891. 
- Abstracts from the Sharp County Newspaper, 

1898. 
- Brief History of the First Presbyterian Church, 

Clarksville, Arkansas, 1840-1986. 
 

MAINE 
- History of the Town of Waldoboro, Maine. 
- Vital Records of Addison, Maine, 1850-1892. 
- History of Madison, Maine. 
- Maine Families in 1790. Volumes 7 & 8. 
- Vital Records of Vassalboro, Maine. 
- Vital Records of Dixmont, Maine. 
- Vital Records of Warren, Maine. 
- Vital Records of Bangor, Maine. 
- Records of the First and Second Churches of 

Berwick, Maine. 
 

MARYLAND 
- Cumberland Valley Farm Tracts Licensed by 

Samuel Blunston. 
- Caroline County, Maryland, Land Records. Books 

23, 24 & 27-29. 
- Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of 

Boston... 
- Land Office, Talbot County, Rent Rolls. 
- St. Mary's County Registrar of Wills. 
- Maryland Colonization Society Manumission Book 

1832-1860. 
- Listing of the Members of the Jefferson United 

Church of Christ 1823 to September 1997. 
- Dorchester County, Maryland, Rent Rolls. 
- Dorchester County, Maryland, Wills. 
- Worcester County, Maryland, Land Records. 
- Baptismal Addendum, 1823 to September 1997, 

Jefferson United Church of Christ. 
- History of Clarksburg, King's Valley, Purdum, 

Browningsville, and Lewisdale. 
- Frederick County, Maryland, Land Records. 
 

MINNESOTA 
- Old Parish Records, 1856-2002, St. John's 

Episcopal Church at Hassan, Minnesota. 
- New Ulm, Minnesota: J. H. Strasser's History and 

Chronology. 
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MISSISSIPPI 
- History of Winston County. 
 

MISSOURI 
- Callaway County, Missouri. 
- Montgomery County, Missouri. Volumes 14-17. 
- The 49ers' (sic): as Reported in the Missouri 

Republican, St. Louis, Missouri. 
- Missouri Genealogical Records & Abstracts. 

Volume 7, 1535-1839. 
- Boone County, Missouri. Volumes 6-8. 
- Pike County, Missouri. Volumes 4 & 5. 
- Montgomery County, Missouri. Volume 19. 
- Lincoln County, Missouri. Volume 4. 
 

NEW YORK 
- Marriages from Buffalo Church Records. 1825-

1900. 
- Contributions for the Genealogies of the First 

Settlers of the Ancient County of Albany, from 
1630 to 1800. 

- Genealogical History of Black Families of Orange 
County, New York. Volume 5. 

- Reminiscences of Syracuse by Timothy C. 
Cheney. 

- Cemetery Inscriptions of Madison County, New 
York. 

- Name Index to Crisfield Johnson's History of 
Washington County, New York. 1878. 

- De Forests and the Walloon Founding of New 
Amsterdam (NY). 

- Trustees Records of the Town of Southampton, 
N.Y. (Part 2) 1741-1826. 

- Deaths & Marriages, 1850-1860, from the files of 
the Syracuse Chronicle... 
 

NORTH CAROLINA 
- Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, Cemeteries. 

Volumes 3 & 4. 
- Swain County, North Carolina, Death Records. 

1913-1930. 
- Marriages of Rowan County, North Carolina, 1762-

1850. 
- 1986 Directory of Bill's Creek Baptist Church. 
- Abstract--Henderson County, NC Estate Records, 

1838-1900. 
 

OHIO 
- Hamilton County, Ohio: Church Death Records. 

1811-1849. 
- Years Ago Now: Medina County Gazette, 1854-

1895. 
- Life and Times in Brunswick, Ohio. 
- Selected Hamilton County, Ohio, Church Baptism 

Records. 2 volumes. 
 

OKLAHOMA 
- Cherokee Claims for Transportation and 

Subsistence. 
- Chickasaw National Records: Court 

Records...Panola County and Pickens County. 
- Court Records, CTN 24, Blue County, Choctaw 

Nation. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

- 1771 Lancaster County, Pennsylvania Archives. 
- Dauphin County, Pennsylvania Archives. Volume 

2. 
- Index to the Obituaries as found in the Pottsville 

Republican...1990-1992. 3 volumes. 
- History of Armstrong County, Pennsylvania. 
- Biographical and Historical Cyclopedia of Indiana 

and Armstrong Counties, Pennsylvania. 
- Pioneer Cemeteries of Pine and Richland 

Townships, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 
- Personal Marriage Records of Reverend J.J. 

Strine, 1815-1870. 
- Bedford County Archives. Volume 7. 
- Records from the Past, Funeral Home Records, 

Fairchance, Penna. Volume III. 
- Salem Church of Kissel Hill: Warwick Township, 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
- Church Records of the Bethany Evangelical 

Congregational Church... 
- Seven Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, 

Cemetery Records. 
- St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Biographical Sketch 

and Cemetery Listing: Old Conemaugh Borough, 
Johnstown, PA. 

- History of the Old Kittanning Cemetery, North 
Jefferson Street, Kittanning, Pennsylvania, 1811-
1960. 

- Allegheny County, Pa. Cemetery Records. Volume 
13. 

- Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania 1783 
Census. 

- St. Joseph/St. Mauritius Cemetery at Ashland, 
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania. 

- Tombstone Inscriptions: Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. 3 volumes. 

- Burials in the Upper Ten Mile Church Cemetery. 
- Abstracts of the Washington, PA, Reporter. 

Volume 3. 
- Index of Surnames Appearing in the Hazleton 

Semi-Weekly, Hazleton, Pennsylvania. Pt. 3. 
- Church Records of St. David's Lutheran and 

Reformed Church at Hebe, Jordan Township, 
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania (1829-
1915). 
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- Combined Records of Frieden's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church... 

- Turtle Creek & Bethel Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church... 

- St. Paul's (White Church) Cemetery and Reformed 
Congregation Records (1874-1913). 

- Births, Marriages, and Deaths of Allegheny Co., 
Pennsylvania, 1852-1854. 

- Collected Church Records of St. Paul's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church... 

- Genealogical Abstracts of Orphans Court Records, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Volumes 6-8. 

- Schuylkill County Death Records. 2 volumes. 
- Hollidaysburg Records. 
- Early Johnstown Biographies. 
- Marriages and Deaths from the American 

Democrat (Carlisle, PA) Newspaper 1851- 1858. 
- Paxtang Cemetery, Borough of Paxtang, Dauphin 

County, Pennsylvania. 
- Abstracts of Public Records, Northampton County, 

Pennsylvania...1727-1779. 
- Venango County Soldiers. 
- St. Mary's Cemetery, Reading, Berks County, 

Pennsylvania. 
- Collected Cemetery Records from Dauphin 

County, Pennsylvania. 
- Marriages and Deaths from the American 

Volunteer (Carlisle, PA) Newspaper, 1839- 1848. 
- Cemetery Records of Cambria and Somerset 

Counties, Pennsylvania. Volume 4. 
- Collected Records of the Wolf's Crossroads 

Lutheran Charge, Northumberland County... 
- Shenango Valley Cemetery. Book 1, 1882-1913. 
- Directory of Pittsburgh and Allegheny Cities... 
- Gazetteer and Business Directory of Erie County, 

Pennsylvania 1873-1874. 
- Cambria County Pioneers. 
- Early Records of Zion's or "Old Red" Union 

Church. 
- Records of Zion's Lutheran and Reformed Church 

(Union). 
- Records of St. Paul's (Summer Hill) Lutheran and 

Reformed Church. 
- American Agriculturist Farm Directory and 

Reference Book, Butler County, Pennsylvania, 
1916. 

- Bucks County, Pennsylvania Miscellaneous Deed 
Dockets, 1785-1857. 

- Fort Ligonier and its Times. 
- Wenrich's Cemetery. 
- Church Records of Zion's Union Church, Tower 

City, Porter Township,... 
- Whiskey Insurrection. 
- Marriages and Vital Records of Western 

Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio, 1820-1868. 
- Records of Coal Center Methodist Church, 1873-

1938, Washington County, Pennsylvania. 
 

RHODE ISLAND 
- Manual of the Rhode Island Society of the Sons of 

the American Revolution. 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
- Genealogical Abstracts of Edgefield (SC) Equity 

Court Records. 
- 104th Infantry Regiment-USCT, Colored Civil War 

Soldiers from South Carolina. 
- History of the Old Cheraws. 
 

TENNESSEE 
- *Tennessee Death Certificates & Soundex: 1953. 

Microfilm, 18 rolls. 
- *Tennessee Divorces 1948-1953 & Index 1950-

1954. Microfilm, 20 rolls. 
- *Tennessee Marriage Records 1955. Microfilm, 7 

rolls. 
- Widow's Dowers of Washington County, 

Tennessee 1803-1899. 
- Jackson County Chancery/Circuit Loose Records. 

Microfilm, 15 rolls. 
- Superior Court of Law and Equity, Mero District of 

Tennessee. 1806-1809. 
- Tennessee Convicts: Early Records of the State 

Penitentiary. Volume 2, 1850-1870. 
- Wills and Inventories of Lincoln County, 

Tennessee, 1810-1921. 
 

TEXAS 
- Tom Green County: Chronicles of Our Heritage. 2 

volumes. 
- Membership Directory. Urban Park United 

Methodist Church. 1994 & 1996. 
- Proceedings of the State Council. (National 

Society U.S. Daughters of 1812 in Texas). 
- Dallas Then and Now. 
- Defenders: a Confederate History of Henderson 

County, Texas. 
- Washington County Probate Minutes, 1837-1897, 

1916-1922. Microfilm. 6 rolls. 
- Washington County Final Record of Estates, 1839-

1875. Microfilm. 7 rolls. 
- "No Land, Only Slaves!": Abstracts from the Deed 

Books of Smith County & McLennan County, 
Texas. 

- Waco Public Schools Alumni Directory, 1997. 
 

VERMONT 
- Vermont Religious Certificates. 
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VIRGINIA 
- Miscellaneous Records of Patrick County, Virginia. 
- Husbands and Wives Associated with early 

Alexandria, Virginia and the Surrounding Area. 
- Alexandria, Virginia Death Records 1863-1868 

(the Gladwin Record) and 1869-1896. 
- Fauquier County in the Revolution. 
- Exiles in Virginia. 
- Vestry Book of Southam Parish, Cumberland 

County, Virginia 1745-1792. 
- Jefferson County, Virginia...Personal Property Tax 

Lists. 3 volumes. 
- King William County, Virginia in the Civil War. 
- Pittsylvania County, Virginia Register of Free 

Negroes and Related Documentation. 
- Revolutionary Soldiers and Sailors from Lancaster 

County, Virginia. 
- Early Wythe Settlers, Wythe County Virginia, 

1810-1850 Census. 
- Kimberling Church, Wythe County, Virginia: 

Annotated Baptismal and Cemetery Records. 
- Patrick County, Virginia Will Book, No.2. 
- Legends of Loudoun Valley. 
- Floyd County, Va. Ministers Returns 1840-1863. 

 
WEST VIRGINIA 

- Jefferson County (West) Virginia, Death Register, 
1853-1880 & 1881-1903. 

- Marriages of Jefferson County, West Virginia 
1801-1890. 

- Monongalia County, (West) Virginia, Records of 
the District, Superior, and County Courts. Volume 
11, 1819-1822. 

- Will Abstracts of Brooke County, (West) Virginia 
1850-1900. 

- Hardy County, Virginia (West) Virginia Tax 
Records 1786-1800. 

- Ohio County (WV) Index. Volume 10. 
- Marriages and Death Notices of Wheeling, West 

Virginia and the Tri-State Area, 1866-1870. 
Volume 3. 

- Brooke County (WV) Index. 
- Barbour County, West Virginia...Another Look. 
- Hampshire & Hardy Counties, (W) Va., Abstracts. 
 

WISCONSIN 
- History of the Village of Barton, Washington 

County, Wisconsin. 
- Wisconsin's German Element: J. H. A. Lacher's 

Introductory History. 
 

GENEALOGIES AND BIOGRAPHIES 
- Jennings, the Descendants and Ancestors of 

Robert B. Jennings, Senior and his wife Tabitha 

(Lockhart). 
- My Joffrion-Flower Heritage. 
- From Kangdong, Korea to Mequon, Wisconsin: 

Life of Dr. Kuang Shim Kim and his Family. 3 
volumes. 

- Abraham Lemaster (1638-1722) of Charles Co., 
MD and his Descendants. Volume 5. 

- Discovering Our Past: the May Family History. 
- Morrison: Your Clan Heritage: Clan Morrison. 
- Myrick: a Family Lineage 1642-2002 from Virginia 

to Texas. 
- Genealogical Musings, the Osby Family. 
- Johann Zacharias Rexroth: the Pioneer. 
- Sanders. 
- Ancestry and Origin of the Sands Family in 

Sweden and the United States, 1824-1977. 
- Ancestry and Descendants of Andreas and Maria 

Elisabeth (Waldschmidt) Sauer. 
- Sutherland's [sic] and their Tangled Branches. 
- Stanco and Petricone Families: the Ancestors of 

William Stanco. 
- Descendants of Robert Augustus Rising of 

Tisdale, KS. 
- Mary Coffin Starbuck and the Early History of 

Nantucket. 
- Tell Me: Searching the Past, in the Present, for the 

Future. (Tarpley). 
- Memorial of the Thayer Name. 
- Thayer-Tayer-Theyer Families of Gloucestershire, 

England, 1500-1660. 
- History of the Tidwell Family. 
- Some Notes as to the Descendants of Willem 

Abrahamse Tietsoort. 
- Hector and Sarah Holt Truly: Their Family 1720-

2004. 
- Van Slyke Family in America. 
- Walker-Bachelor Family Bible. 
- Our Heritage: the Family of Russell Sidney White 

and Edith Marion Nowers... 
- Sorting some of the Wrights of Southern Virginia. 
- Wrinkle, Johnson, Rollins & Anderson Families of 

Pulaski County, MO. 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
- Early English Newspapers with US MARC 

Records: Primary Source Microfilm. 
- Shiny Seventh; the 7th (Service) Battalion 

Bedfordshire Regiment at War, 1915-1918. 
- Finding Folk: a Handlist of Basic Sources for 

Family History in the Lancashire Record Office. 
- Chelsfield Chronicles: Annals of a Kentish Parish. 
- Peerage of the British Empire as at Present 

Existing. 1837. 
- Genealogical Gleanings in England. 2 volumes. 
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- Family History. Volumes 20-21. 
- Guide to the Lancashire Record Office. 

Supplement, 1977-1989. 
- Road to Divorce: England 1530-1987. 
- Transactions of the Royal Historical Society. 6th 

Series, Volume 14. 
- Brecon Cathedral. 
- Counties of Britain: a Tudor Atlas. 
- Horsham Church. 
 

SCOTLAND 
- Scottish Whalers. 
- Mariners of the Clyde and Western Scotland 1600-

1800. 
 

SWITZERLAND 
- Introductory Guide to Swiss Genealogical 

Research. 
 

 
REGIONAL and NATIONAL EVENTS 

 
 
Do you have information about an upcoming 
Genealogy event? Remit to: Happi McQuirk, DGS 
Newsletter Editor, 90 days prior to event. 
 

newsletter@dallasgenealogy.org. 
 
Also, we have society links on our website: 
dallasgenealogy.org/outsidelinks/societylinks.htm, 
and a revised community calendar:  
www.dallasgenealogy.org/calendar.htm  
 
August 20 – Family Tree Maker Interest Group 
This ongoing series of programs reviews the 
various uses of Family Tree Maker, MS WORD, MS 
EXCEL, a photo editor, and, of course, the Internet 
to conduct and document research. Grapevine 
Public Library. 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Tresa Tatyrek 
at 972-539-7452, www.magnoliamanorgenealogy. 
com/ftmgroup.htm. Donations accepted. 
  
August 23 – Texins Genealogy Club 
Tresa Tatyrek will present Tracing a Wilson Family 
Tree: How to research Common Surnames. 7:00 
p.m. Contact: Jeri Steele: steele@PioneerInfo.com 
or 214-567-6289. 
 
August 27 –Grand Prairie Genealogical Soc. 
A Day With Lloyd deWitt Bockstruck, 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Contact Program Chairman, Sallyann 
Hoernke. Email: sallyannhoernke@hotmail.com. 

September 2-4 – HOGAR Conference 
Don Tomás Sánchez will be the highlight this Labor 
Day Weekend in Laredo, Texas. This event will be 
hosted by the Villa San Agustin de Laredo 
Genealogical Society, José G. Treviño, President, 
Mirta A. Barrera and Sanjuanita Martínez-Hunter, 
Ph.D. are the Co-Chairwomen. We are also 
celebrating Laredo’s 250th Anniversary. More info 
on the 26th Annual Conference can be found at: 
home.earthlink.net/~hogardedallas/id10.html 
 
September 7-10 – Federation of Genealogical 
Societies (FGS) Conference 
The Federation sponsors a national conference 
each year for genealogists of all levels of 
experience. This year FGS and the Utah 
Genealogical Association are pleased to announce 
the FGS/UGA Conference to be held in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. For more information: www.fgs.org/fgs-
conference.htm 
 
September 10 - East Texas Gen. Society 
Our annual seminar for 2005 will feature Lloyd 
deWitt Bockstruck, FNGS. For more information, 
contact: scottfitzgerald@tyler.net 
 
September 12 – Grapevine Namedroppers  
Al Weeks, DNA: Genealogy Starts with “GENE.” 
10:00 a.m. in the Grapevine Public Library program 
room, 1201 Municipal Way. Contact Tresa Tatyrek: 
www.magnoliamanorgenealogy.com/grapevine.htm 
or 972-539-7452. 
 
September 13 – Lancaster Genealogical Society 
Betsy Mills will speak on Dating Old Photographs at 
7:00 p.m. at the Lancaster Veterans Memorial 
Library. Contact Lela Evans, 972-227-1080 or email 
lelae@lancastertxlib.org. 
 
September 22 – Family Tree Maker Interest 
Group 
This ongoing series of programs reviews the 
various uses of Family Tree Maker, MS WORD, MS 
EXCEL, a photo editor, and, of course, the Internet 
to conduct and document research. Grapevine 
Public Library. 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Tresa Tatyrek 
at 972-539-7452, www.magnoliamanorgenealogy. 
com/ftmgroup.htm. Donations accepted. 
 
September 24 – Mesquite Historical and 
Genealogical Society 
Emily Croom will present the MHGS Fall Workshop 
at the Mimosa Lane Baptist Church. Topics will be: 



 
 
RESOURCES and AREA EVENTS 

Dallas Genealogical Society / August 2005 / Volume 29/ Number 7 137  

Genealogy in the Urban South; The Other Half of 
the Story: Researching Female Ancestors; Old 
Dominion Research: Our Virginia Ancestors; and, 
Sifting Through the Ashes: Research in "Burned 
Counties.” Contact David Ladymon for additional 
information, at dladymon@flash.net 
 
October 1 – Texins Genealogy Club  
Introduction to Genealogy Workshop: how to trace 
your ancestral roots. Speakers will be: Don Raney, 
Jeri J. Steele, and William B. Dow, Jr. Topics to be 
covered are: Getting Started Researching: Sources 
and Resources; Making Sense of the Census; 
Internet Research – A Case Study to Identify the 
Ancestors of Anna Miller from Claiborne Parish, LA; 
Wills and the Probate Process; and, Obituaries 
There Is More To ‘Em Than Meets the Eye. 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Texins Activity Center. Cost 
including lunch: $25.00 per person postmarked 
before 9/24/05; $30 at the door (call for lunch 
reservation). For Further Information call Roy Long: 
972-234-3437, e-mail: roygenea@aol.com 
 
October 10 – Grapevine Namedroppers  
Darlene Hathaway, Census Records – Coppell 
LSD. 10:00 a.m. in the Grapevine Public Library 
program room, 1201 Municipal Way. Contact Tresa 
Tatyrek: www.magnoliamanorgenealogy.com/grape 
vine.htm or 972-539-7452. 
 
October 11 – Lancaster Genealogical Society 
Covered Dish Dinner Celebration of our 29th Year. 
Installation of Officers. 7:00 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Veterans Memorial Library. Contact Lela Evans, 
972-227-1080 or email lelae@lancastertxlib.org. 
 
October 31 – Ft. Worth Genealogical Society 
Program: Halloween Party: Come as Your Favorite 
Ancestor and Let that Ancestor Speak. 6:30 pm: 
Coffee served. General Meeting: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Fort Worth Public Library – Central, Chappell 
Meeting Room, 500 West Third, Fort Worth, Texas. 
Contact Ginia Brown, vbrown111@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 
REGIONAL CONTACTS 

 

 
Texas State Genealogical Society 

Our District 10 elected representative is: Debbie 
Kunze, 972-906-1972, dgtipton@sbcglobal.net. 

Arlington Genealogical Society 
Contact Judy Matlock - hmatlock@airmail.net. 
 

Collin County Genealogical Society 
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at the 
Gladys Harrington Public Library, 1501 East 18th 
Street, Plano, Texas, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Contact: Aurora@chancy.org or call: 972-517-
4004. Offers a troubleshooting session on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month – same place and 
time. 
  

Dallas Historical Society 
Saturday adventure tours depart the Hall of State, 
located in Fair Park, at 9:00 A.M. and return at 
approximately 2:00 p.m. Lunch is included in the 
ticket price of $35 for DHS contributors, $45 for 
those who aren't yet doing so! Payment at the time 
of requesting your reservation ensures a seat on 
the bus. Call Frank K. Wilson, COO, at 214-421-
4500 x105 or email frank@dallashistory.org for 
more information or to make your reservation. See 
additional listings on: dallashistory.org/ 

 
Duncanville Genealogical Society 

Meeting days have been changed to the second 
Thursday of the month, at 7:00 p.m., Duncanville 
Public Library, 201 James Collins Blvd. Contact: 
Marge Dellert, Newsletter Editor, margegen@ 
charter.net. There will be no meeting in December, 
July, or August.  

 
East Texas Genealogical Society 

Regular meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month starting at 2 p.m. at the Tyler Public 
Library. Contact: scottfitzgerald@tyler.net for 
program details. 

 
Ellis County Genealogical Society 

Meets 1st Monday of month at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Women’s Building in Waxahachie. Contact: Ina 
Walker, inagran@aol.com. 

 
Family Tree Maker Interest Group 

A North Texas Special Interest Group that focuses 
on learning new techniques for maximizing use of 
the Family Tree Maker program. Grapevine Library 
Presentation room, Grapevine, Texas. Normally the 
fourth Saturday of each month from 10:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m. Open to the public. Contact Tresa 
Tatyrek at 972-539-7452 or www.magnoliamanor 
genealogy.com/ftmgroup.htm. Donations accepted. 
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Fort Worth Genealogical Society 
Contact Ginia Brown, vbrown111@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Genealogy Friends of Plano Library 
 Contact Jean Funk, jeano25@aol.com. 
 

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society 
Meetings are held on the first Thursday of every 
month 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Grand Prairie 
Memorial Library, 901 Conover Drive. Sallyann 
Hoernke, GPGS@comcast.net or 
home.comcast.net/~gpgs/index.html  
 

Grapevine Namedroppers 
Meets the second Monday of the month at 10:00 
a.m., all year round, in the Grapevine Public Library 
program room, 1201 Municipal Way. Tresa Tatyrek: 
www.magnoliamanorgenealogy.com/grapevine.htm 
or 972-539-7452 
 

Greater Dallas Chapter of the DAR 
Meets alternate 3rd Tuesdays or Saturdays of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. For more information, e-mail 
gddar@sbcglobal.net or visit our website at: www. 
texasdar.org/chapters/GreaterDallas/ 
 

HOGAR de Dallas 
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of September, November, 
January, March, and May, at Casa View Branch 
Library, 10355 Ferguson Road (intersection of 
Ferguson and Joaquin/Gus Thomason), Dallas, 
Library - 214-670-8403. Program: 6:30 p.m. a 30-
minute socialization gathering and meeting 
activities start at 7:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Contact: Art 
Garza, AGarza0972@aol.com, 972-841-9455. Our 
website is:  
home.earthlink.net/~hogardedallas/index.html  
 

Irving Genealogical Society 
Meets the third Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at 
the Irving Public Library. Contact: Dreanna Belden, 
dreanna@comcast.net.  
 

Lamar County Genealogical Society 
Contact Ron Brothers, rbrother@1starnet.com. 

 
Lancaster Genealogical Society 

Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each 
month at the Lancaster Veteran’s Memorial Library, 
located at 1600 Veterans Memorial Parkway, at 
7:00 p.m. Contact Lela Evans at 972-227-1080 ext. 
20, or LelaE@lancastertxlib.org. 
 

Mesquite Historical and Genealogical Society 
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month, Mesquite Public Library, 300 Grubb. 6:30 
p.m.-8:00 p.m. rootsweb.com/~txmhgs/page1.htm. 
Contact: Dava Ladymon, dladymon@flash.net. 
 

Mid-Cities Genealogical Society 
Meets the first Thursday of each month at the 
Euless Public Library. Social at 6:30 p.m. and at 
7:00 p.m. they begin with a short business meeting 
followed by their program. Contact: Lorann 
Lustfield, norannl@sbcglobal.net. 
 

North Collin County Genealogical Society 
Contact: Paula Perkins, lansup@ix.netcom.com. 
 

North Texas PC Users Group 
Meets the third Saturday of each month at North 
Lake College in Irving. Check out the schedule and 
much more at our web site: ntpcug.org/ 
 

Pecan Plantation Genealogy Group 
Meets at the Pecan Plantation clubhouse in 
Granbury, Texas during the months of September 
through May on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Contact Micki Burleson, Program Chairman, 8l7-
578-3673, mickiburleson@charter.net. 
 

Peters Colony Chapter of the DAR 
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month, October-
May, at 7:00 p.m. at Newman Smith High School, 
Carrollton. Info: www.geocities.com/Wellesley/ 
Garden/5215/ 
 

Texins Genealogy Club 
Meets the fourth Tuesday of the month in the 
Texins Building on the TI North Campus at 7:00 
p.m. For security access information contact Jeri 
Steele: steele@PioneerInfo.com or 214-567-6289. 
 

Tri-County/Roots Seekers Gen. Society 
Contact: Jynelle Caffey - JCaffey259@aol.com. 
 

 

Did You Know…? by Bill Deal 
 
Appomattox Court House (all 968 acres) has been 
designated as an historical park since 1954. 
 
Source: “Encyclopaedia Britannica” (1988) 
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DALLAS GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 12446 

Dallas, TX 75225-0446 
Voice Mail: 469-948-1106 

Email: questions@dallasgenealogy.org 
Website: www.dallasgenealogy.org 

 
Founded in 1955, the Dallas Genealogical Society (DGS) is the oldest, 
continuously functioning organization of its kind in Texas. It is a 
nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation and a member of the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies (FGS). We have approximately 900 members. 
 
The object of this society shall be: to create, foster, and maintain 
interest in genealogy; to assist and support the genealogy section of 
the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library in Dallas, Texas, or its legal 
successor; and to collect, preserve, copy, and index information 
relating to Dallas County and its early history. 
 

 
 

The Board 
OFFICERS: 
Shirley Sloat  President 
President@dallasgenealogy.org 214-349-4718 
 
Jeri Steele Exec/VP Fundraising 
Fundraising@dallasgenealogy.org 972-306-1596 
 
John Wylie VP Education 
Education@dallasgenealogy.org 972-206-2723 
 
Sharon Henry VP Membership 
Membership@dallasgenealogy.org 972-386-5460 
 
Ann Melugin Williams VP Journal 
Journal@dallasgenealogy.org 214-375-6043 
 
Happi McQuirk VP Newsletter 
Newsletter@dallasgenealogy.org 214-455-6060 
 
Grover Livingston Treasurer 
Treasurer@dallasgenealogy.org 972-283-8533 
 
Patricia Biczynski  Secretary 
Secretary@dallasgenealogy.org 214-357-1106 
 
DIRECTORS: 
Betty and Alan Miller Sales 
Sales@dallasgenealogy.org 972-254-9629 
 
Betty Jean Steinke  Mailing 
Mailings@dallasgenealogy.org 214-587-8855 

 
 

DGS Membership Application or Renewal 

New Member _____ Renewal _____ 

Want to receive the annual Dallas Journal? Yes __  No __ 

Name: _______________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________  

E-mail Address: ________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to: Dallas Genealogical Society 
Mail to: DGS Membership 

P. O. Box 12446, Dallas TX 75225-0446 

DGS NEWSLETTER 
 
The DGS Newsletter is published periodically throughout the year. We 
use articles that include things of a genealogical nature. They do not 
have to apply to Dallas Co, Texas. All articles and correspondence for 
this publication should be e-mailed to the editor, Happi McQuirk, 
Newsletter@dallasgenealogy.org, or mailed to the Society address 
listed above. Please put your phone number on ALL correspondence 
in case we have questions. You will receive confirmation of your 
submittal. 
 
Articles appearing in the DGS Newsletter may be reprinted only upon 
receipt of written permission from the author. Credit should be given to 
the author and acknowledgment given the DGS Newsletter as the 
source. Letters requesting reprint permission should be sent to the 
newsletter editor. The DGS Newsletter is printed by Texas Legal 
Copies, Dallas, TX 75207.  
© Dallas Genealogical society (ISSN 1091-3130) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Marti Fox Publications 
Publications@dallasgenealogy.org 972-418-9776 
 
Frances Quigley Publicity 
Publicity@dallasgenealogy.org 972-278-3619 
 
Susan Morris  Volunteer Coordinator 
Volunteer@dallasgenealogy.org 214-942-4051 
 
APPOINTED: 
Lloyd Bockstruck  Library Liaison 
Library@dallasgenealogy.org  214-670-1433 
 
Elizabeth Thurmond  Parliamentarian 
Parliamentarian@dallasgenealogy.org 214-348-3723 
 
Mary Ruth McKenney Mail Administrator 
Mailadmin@dallasgenealogy.org 214-691-5384 
 
Mitch Mitchell  System Administrator 
administrator@dallasgenealogy.org 972-539-7452 
 
Tresa Tatyrek Website Coordinator 
Webmaster@dallasgenealogy.org 972-539-7452 
 
Gene Burris  CIG Liaison & FGS Delegate 
CIG@dallasgenealogy.org 972-270-1802 
 
Lois Lilly  AAGIG Liaison 
AAGIG@dallasgenealogy.org 214-337-2987 

 
 

Annual Membership/Contribution Options 
 

 Membership, per individual or couple  $25 
 Foreign Membership     $30  

 Sustaining Membership    $50 

 Annual Patron Membership    $100 
 Life Membership, per individual, 65 years or under   $500 

 Life Membership, per individual, over 65 years    $300 
 

 Contribution to DGS Library Gift  $ _______ 
 NARA  $ _______ 

 Contribution to Technology Fund $ _______ 
 
 
Check # _______ Date ____________  Total $ _______  
 



DGS Calendar of Events 
 
 
August 
22 – Mon DGS General – Sammie Townsend Lee, 

Newspapers 
 
September 
 
13 – Tue CIG – (second Tuesday) – Lloyd deWitt 

Bockstruck, Two Different Worlds We Live In  
20 – Tue – AAGIG – TBD 
26 – Mon DGS General – Jim Nyfeler, Sources at 
NEHGS 

 
October 
 
4 – Tue CIG – Tresa Tatyrek, Managing Email  
18 – Tue – AAGIG – TBD 
24 – Mon DGS General – Charlotte Winters – An 
African American Family 
 
See pages 123-124 for more information on events. 
 
 
 

DGS General and special interest group meetings are held on the Plaza level, in the Auditorium and East/West 
Rooms of the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, 1515 Young Street, in downtown Dallas. Underground parking is 
entered from Wood Street. 
 
 DGS General Meeting takes place on the fourth Monday. We begin at 6:00 p.m. with refreshments and 

fellowship, 6:30 p.m. is an informal Q & A session, and the business meeting and program begin at 7:00 
p.m. 

 Computer Interest Group (CIG) usually meets on the first Tuesday beginning at 6:30 p.m. Business 
meeting/Q&A at 6:30 p.m., Program at 7:00 p.m.  

 African American Genealogy Interest Group (AAGIG) meets on the third Tuesday (except in the summer). 
Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. Business meeting & program begin at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Bad Weather: To find out whether a DGS meeting has been cancelled in the event of an ice storm or major 
weather situation on a meeting night, log on to: www.DallasGenealogy.org or call the genealogy section of the 

library at 214-670-1433. 
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